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PERHAPS the sentiments contained in the following pages, are not YET sufficiently
fashionable to procure them general favor; alonghabit of not thinking a thing WRONG,
gives it a supeaficial appearance of being RIGHT, and raises at first a formidable outcry
in defence of cusom. But the tumult soon subsdes. Time makes more convets than
reason.
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in question (and in Matters too which might never have been thoughtof, had not the
Sufferers been aggravated into the inquiry) and as the King of England hath undetaken
in his OWN RIGHT, to suppot the Parliament in wha he calls THEIRS, and as the good
people of this county are grievoudy oppressed by the combination, they have an
undoubed privilege to inquire into the pretendons of both, and equdly to reject the
usurpaionsof ether.

In the following shesets, the author hah studioudy avoided every thing which is
persond among ourselves. Compliments as well as censure to individuds make no part
thereof. The wise, and the worthy, need not the triumph of a pamphlet; and those whos
sentiments are injudicious or unfriendly, will cease of themselves unless too much pans
are bestowed upon har conveasion.

The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of al mankind. Many
circumstances have, and will arise, which are notlocal, but universal, and throughwhich
the princples of al Lovers of Mankind are affected, and in the Event of which, ther
Affections are interested. The laying of a County desolate with Fire and Sword,
declaring War againg the natural rights of all Mankind, and extirpating the Defendas
thereof from the Face of the Earth, is the Concern of every Man to whom Nature hah
given the Power of feeling; of which Cass, regardless of Party Censaure, is

THE AUTHOR

POSTSCRIPT TO PREFACE IN THE THIRD EDITION

P. S. The Publication of this new Edition hah been ddayed, with a View of taking
notice (had it been necessary) of any Attempt to refute the Doctrine of Indgpendance: As
no Answer hah yet appeared, it is now presumed tha nonewill, the Time needful for
getting such aPerformance ready for the Public bang consderably past.

Who the Author of this Produdion is, is wholly unnecessary to the Public, as the
Object for Attention is the DOCTRINE ITSELF, not the MAN. Yet it may not be
unnecessary to say, Tha heis unmnnected with any Party, and unde no sort of Influence
public or private, buttheinfluence of reason and piindple.

Philadd phia, February 14, 1776.

OF THE ORIGIN AND DESIGN OF GOVERNMENT IN GENERAL,
WITH CONCISE REMARKSON THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION

SOME writers have so confoundel sodety with govenment, as to leave little or no
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distinction between them; whereas they are not only different, but have different origins.
Sodety is producd by our wants, and government by wickedness; the former promotes
our hgppiness POSITIVELY by uniting our affections the latter NEGATIVELY by
restraining our vices. The oneencourages intercourse, the other creates distinctions The
first isapdron, helast apunsher.

Sodety in every state is a blessing, but govanment even in its best state is but a
necessary evil; in its worst state an intolerable one for when we suffer, or are exposd to
the same miseries BY A GOVERNMENT, which we might expect in a county
WITHOUT GOVERNMENT, our calamity is heghtened byreflecting tha we furnish the
means by which we suffer. Government, like dress, is the badge of log innoence; the
pdaces of kingsare built ontheruinsof the bowers of paradise. For were theimpulses of
congience clear, uniform, and irresistibly obeyed, man would need no other lawgiver;
but that not being the case, hefindsit necessary to surrende up a part of his propety to
furnish means for the protection of the rest; and this he is indued to do by the same
prudence which in every other case advises him out of two evils to choos the least.
WHEREFORE, security being the true design and end of govanment, it unanswerably
follows that whaever FORM thereof appears mog likely to ensure it to us with the least
expence and greatest bendfit, is preferable to dl others.

In order to gan a clear and jud idea of the design and end of govenment, let us
suppoe a small nunmbe of persons settled in some sequestered pat of the earth,
unoonnected with therest, they will then represent thefirst peopling of any county, or of
the world. In this state of naural liberty, soaety will be ther first thought A thousand
motives will excite them thereto, the strength of oneman is so unequd to his wants, and
his mind so unfitted for perpetud solitude that he is soon obliged to seek assistance and
relief of another, who in his turn requires the same. Four or five united would be able to
raise atolerable dwelling in the midg of awilderness, but ONE man mightlabouroutthe
common peiod of life withoutaccomplishing any thing; when hehad felled his timber he
could not remove it, nor erect it after it was removed; hunge in the mean time would
urge him from his work, and every different want call him a different way. Disease, nay
even misfortune would be death, for thoughnether might be morntal, yet either would
disable him from living, and reduce him to a state in which he might rather be said to
perish than to die.

This necessity, like agravitating power, would soon form our newly arrived emigrants
into dety, thereciprocal blessing of which, would supasede, and rende the obligations
of law and govanment unnecessary while they remained pefectly jus to each other; but
as nothing but heaven is impregnable to vice, it will unavoidably happen, tha in
propottion as they surmount the first difficulties of emigration, which bound them
togeher in acommon cause, they will begin to relax in thar duty and attachment to each
other; and this remissness, will point out the necessity, of establishing some form of
govenment to upply the defect of moral virtue,

Some convenient tree will afford them a State-House, unde the branches of which,
the whole colony may assemble to ddiberate on public matters. It is more than probable
tha ther first laws will have the title only of REGULATIONS, and be enforced by no
other pendty than public disesteem. In this first parliament every man, by naural right,
will have a seat.
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But as the colony increases, the public concerns will increase likewise, and the
distance a which the members may be separated, will rende it too inconvenient for all of
them to meet onevery occasion as a first, when thar numbe was small, thar habitations
near, and the pubiic concernsfew and trifling. This will point out the convenience of ther
conenting to leave thelegidlative pat to be managed by a select numbe chosen from the
whole body, who are suppo®d to have the same concerns at stake which those have who
appointed them, and who will act in the same manne as the whole body would act were
they present. If the colony continues increasing, it will become necessary to augment the
number of the representatives, and tha the interest of every pat of the colony may be
attendd to, it will be found best to divide the whole into convenient parts, each part
sending its propa nunber; and tha the ELECTED might never form to themselves an
interest separate from the ELECTORS, prudence will point out the propriety of having
electionsoften; because as the ELECTED might by that meansreturn and mix agan with
the genera body of the ELECTORS in a few months, thear fiddity to the public will be
secured by the prudent reflexion of not making arod for themselves. And as this frequent
interchangewill establish a common interest with every part of the community, they will
mutudly and naurally suppot each other, and on this (not on the unmeaning name of
king) dependsthe STRENGTH OF GOVERNMENT, AND THE HAPPINESS OF THE
GOVERNED.

Here then is the origin and rise of govenment; namely, amoderendered necessary by
the inability of mora virtue to goven the world; here too is the design and end of
govanment, viz. freedomand security. And however our eyes may be dazzled with snow,
or our ears deceived by sound; however prgjudice may warp our wills, or interest darken
our undestanding, the smple voice of nature and of reason will say, it isright

| draw my idea of the form of govenment from a prinaple in naure, which no at can
overturn, viz. tha the more simple any thing is, theless liable it is to be disordered, and
the easier repared when disordered; and with this maxim in view, | offer a few remarks
on the so much boasted conditution of England. Tha it was noble for the dak and
dlavish times in which it was erected, is granted. When the world was over run with
tyranny the least removetherefrom was a gloriousrescue But that it isimperfect, subject
to convulsions and incapable of produdng wha it seems to promise, is easly
demondrated.

Absolute govenments (tho' the disgrace of human naure) have this advantage with
them, tha they are simple; if the people suffer, they know the head from which ther
suffering springs know likewise the remedy, and are not bewildered by a variety of
causes and cures. But the conditution of England is so exceedingly complex, tha the
nation may suffer for years together withoutbeng able to discover in which part thefault
lies, some will say in oneand some in another, and every political phydcian will advise a
different medicine

| know it is difficult to get over local or long standing prejudices, yet if we will suffer
ourselves to examine the component parts of the English conditution, we shdl find them
to be the base remains of two andent tyrannies, compoundel with some new republican
materials.
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FIRST. Theremains of monachical tyranny in the person oftheking
SECONDLY. Theremainsof aristocratical tyranny in the pesonsof the peers.

THIRDLY. The new republican materials, in the persons of the commons on whose
virtue dependsthe freedom of England.

The two first, by beng heeditary, are indgpendent of the people; wherefore in a
CONSTITUTIONAL SENSE they contribute nothing towards the freedom of the state.

To say tha the conditution of England is a UNION of three powers reciprocally
CHECKING each other, is farcical, either the words have no meaning, or they are flat
contradictions

To sy tha the commonsis a check upon heking, pesuppo®s two things

FIRST. Tha theking is notto betrused withoutbeng looked &ter, orin other words,
tha athirst for absolute power is the naural disease of monachy.

SECONDLY. That the commons by being appointed for tha pumpose, are either wiser
or more worthy of confidence than the crown.

But as the same conditution which gives the commonsa power to check the king by
withholding the supplies, gives afterwards the king a power to check the commons by
empowering him to reject thar other bills; it agan suppo®s that the king is wiser than
those whomit has dready suppo®d to bewiser than him. A mere absurdity!

There is something exceedingly ridiculousin the compostion of monachy; it first
excludes a man from the means of information, yet empowers him to act in cases where
the highest judgment is required. The state of a king shuts him from the world, yet the
bugness of a king requires him to know it thoroughly; wherefore the different parts, by
unnaurally opposng and destroying each other, prove the whole character to be absurd
and ugless.

Some writers have explained the English conditution thus the king, say they, is one
the people another; the peers are an hou® in behdf of the king; the commonsin behdf of
the people; but this hah all the distinctionsof an hous divided againg itself; and though
the expressions be pleasantly arranged, yet when examined they appexr idle and
ambiguous and it will always hgppen, tha the nicest condruction that words are capable
of, when applied to the description of some thing which either cannot exist, or is too
incomprehengble to be within the compass of description, will be words of soundonly,
and thoughthey may amuse the ear, they cannotinform the mind, for this explandion
indudes a previous question, viz. HOW CAME THE KING BY A POWER WHICH
THE PEOPLE ARE AFRAID TO TRUST, AND ALWAYS OBLIGED TO CHECK?
Such a power could not be the gift of a wise people, nether can any power, WHICH
NEEDS CHECKING, be from God; yet the provision, which the conditution makes,
SUppo®s such apower to exist.

But the provision is unegud to the task; the means either cannot or will not
accomplish the end, and the whole affair is a felo de se; for as the greater weight will
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always carry up tneless, ana as all tTne wneeis 0T a macnine are put in mouon ny one, It
only remainsto know which power in the conditution has the mog weight, for that will
goven; and thoughthe others, or a pat of them, may clog, or, asthe phrase is, check the
rapidity of its motion, yet so long as they cannot stop it, thar endeavors will be
ineffectud; thefirst moving power will at last have its way, and what it wantsin speed is
supplied by ime.

Tha the crown is this overbearing pat in the English conditution needs not be
mentioned, and tha it derives its whole consequence merely from beng the giver of
places and pensonsis self-evident; wherefore, thoughwe have been wise enoughto shut
and lock adooragang asolute monachy, we a the same time have been foolish enough
to putthe crown in posession ofthe key.

The prejudice of Englishmen, in favour of ther own govenment by king, lords and
commons arises as much or more from naiond pride than reason. Individuds are
undoubkdly safer in England than in some other counties, butthe WILL of theking is as
much the LAW of the land in Britain as in France, with this difference, tha ingead of
proceeding directly from his mouth, it is handed to the people unde the more formidable
shgpe of an act of paliament. For the fate of Charles thefirst, hah only made kingsmore
subtie—not more jud.

Wherefore, laying aside al naiond pride and prejudice in favour of modes and
forms, the plain truth is, tha IT IS WHOLLY OWING TO THE CONSTITUTION OF
THE PEOPLE, AND NOT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE GOVERNMENT that
the crown is notas oppressive in England as in Turkey.

An inquiry into the CONSTITUTIONAL ERRORS in the English form of
govanment is at this time highly necessary; for as we are never in a propa condition of
doing judice to others, while we continueunde the influence of some leading partiality,
so ndthe are we capable of doing it to ourselves while we remain fettered by any
obdinate prejudice. And as aman, whois attached to a progitute, is unfitted to choos or
judgeof a wife, so any prepossession in favour of a rotten conditution of government
will disable usfrom discerning agood one

OF MONARCHY AND HEREDITARY SUCCESSION

MANKIND bangorigindly equdsin the order of creation, the equdity could only be
destroyed by some subsequent circumstance; the distinctionsof rich, and poor, may in a
great measure be accounied for, and that withouthaving recourse to the harsh ill sounding
names of oppression and avarice. Oppression is often the CONSEQUENCE, but seldom
or never the MEANS of riches; and though avarice will preserve a man from bang
necessitoudy poor, it generally makes him too imorousto bewealthy.

But there is anothe and greater distinction for which no truly naural or religious
reason can be assigneal, and that is, the distinction of men into KINGS and SUBJECTS.

NMAalAa AanA fAamAalAa AarAa thAa AictinAdfiAane Af nAahnira anand AanAd had tha AictinAdiAane Af hAaviAne
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but how a race of men came into the world so exalted abovethe rest, and distinguished
like some new species, is worth enquiring into, and whether they are the means of
happiness or of misery to mankind.

In the early ages of the world, according to the scripture chronology, there were no
kings the consequence of which was there were no wars; it is the pride of kingswhich
throw mankind into confuson. Holland without a king hah enjoyed more peace for this
last century than any of the monachical govenments in Europe Antiquity favors the
same remark; for the quiet and rural lives of thefirst pariarchs hah a hgppy omething in
them, which vanishes away when we come to the history of Jewish royadty.

Government by kings was first introduced into the world by the Heathens from
whomthe children of Israel copied the cusom. It was the mog progperousinvention the
Devil ever set on foot for the promotion of idolatry. The Heathens pad divine honoss to
thar deceased kings and the christian world hah improved on the plan by doing the
same to their living ones. How impiousis the title of sacred majesty applied to a worm,
who in the midg of his splendoris crumbling into dug!

As the exalting one man so greatly above the rest cannot be judified on the equd
rights of nature, so neither can it be defended on the authority of scripture; for thewill of
the Almighty, as declared by Gideon and the prophd Samud, expressly disapproves of
govanment by kings All anti-monachical parts of scripture have been very smoothly
glossed over in monachical govenments, but they undoubédly merit the attention of
counties which have ther govenments yet to form. "RENDER UNTO CAESAR THE
THINGS WHICH ARE CAESAR'S' is the scripture dodrine of courts, yet it is no
suppot of monachical govenment, for the Jews at that time were withouta king, and in
a state of vassalageto the Romans

Near three thousand years passed away from the Mosaic account of the creation, till
the Jews unde a nationd dduson requested a king. Till then their form of government
(except in extraordinary cases, where the Almighty interposed) was a kind of republic
administered by ajudgeand the elders of the tribes. Kingsthey had none and it was hdd
sinful to acknowedgeany being unde tha title but the Lord of Hogs. And when a man
serioudy reflects ontheidolatroushomege which is pad to the pesonsof Kings henesd
not wonde, tha the Almighty ever jealousof his honor should disapprove of a form of
govanment which 0 impioudy invades the prerogdive of heaven.

Monachy is ranked in scripture as one of the sins of the Jews, for which a curse in
reserve is denouned agang them. The history of tha transaction is worth atending ©.

The children of Israel beng oppressed by the Midianites, Gideon marched agang
them with a small army, and victory, thro' the divine interpostion, decided in his favour.
The Jews elate with success, and attributing it to the generaship of Gideon, proposd
making him a king, saying, RULE THOU OVER US, THOU AND THY SON AND
THY SON'S SON. Here was temptation in its fullest extent; not a kingdomonly, but an
hereditary one but Gideon in the piety of his soul replied, | WILL NOT RULE OVER
YOU, NEITHER SHALL MY SON RULE OVER YOU. THE LORD SHALL RULE
OVER YOU. Words need not be more explicit; Gideon doh notDECLINE the honor but

denieth thar rinht to aive it nathar doth he comnliment them with invented derlarations
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of his thanks but in the pogtive stile of a prophet chages them W|th dlsﬁffectlon to ther
prope Sovereign, he King of heaven.

Aboutonehundeed and thirty years after this, they fell again into the same error. The
hankering which the Jews had for the idolatrous cusoms of the Heathens, is something
exceedingly unaccountable; but so it was, tha laying hold of the miscondud of Samud's
two sons who were entruged with some secular conaerns they came in an abrupt and
clamorous manne to Samud, saying, BEHOLD THOU ART OLD, AND THY SONS
WALK NOT IN THY WAYS, NOW MAKE US A KING TO JUDGE US LIKE ALL
THE OTHER NATIONS. And here we cannot but observe tha their motives were bad,
viz. tha they might be LIKE unto other naions i. e. the Heathens whereas ther true
glory laid in beng as much UNLIKE them as possble BUT THE THING
DISPLEASED SAMUEL WHEN THEY SAID, GIVE US A KING TO JUDGE US;
AND SAMUEL PRAYED UNTO THE LORD, AND THE LORD SAID UNTO
SAMUEL, HEARKEN UNTO THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE IN ALL THAT THEY
SAY UNTO THEE, FOR THEY HAVE NOT REJECTED THEE, BUT THEY HAVE
REJECTED ME, THAT | SHOULD NOT REIGN OVER THEM. ACCORDING TO
ALL THE WORKS WHICH THEY HAVE DONE SINCE THE DAY THAT |
BROUGHT THEM UP OUT OF EGYPT, EVEN UNTO THIS DAY; WHEREWITH
THEY HAVE FORSAKEN ME AND SERVED OTHER GODS; SO DO THEY ALSO
UNTO THEE. NOW THEREFORE HEARKEN UNTO THEIR VOICE, HOWBEIT,
PROTEST SOLEMNLY UNTO THEM AND SHEW THEM THE MANNER OF THE
KING THAT SHALL REIGN OVER THEM, I. E. not of any particular king, but the
gened manne of the kingsof the earth, whom Israel was so eagerly copying after. And
notwithganding the great distance of time and difference of manne's, the character is till
in fashion. AND SAMUEL TOLD ALL THE WORDS OF THE LORD UNTO THE
PEOPLE, THAT ASKED OF HIM A KING. AND HE SAID, THIS SHALL BE THE
MANNER OF THE KING THAT SHALL REIGN OVER YOU; HE WILL TAKE
YOUR SONS AND APPOINT THEM FOR HIMSELF, FOR HIS CHARIOTS, AND
TO BE HIS HORSEMEN, AND SOME SHALL RUN BEFORE HIS CHARIOTS (this
description agrees with the present mode of impressing men) AND HE WILL APPOINT
HIM CAPTAINS OVER THOUSANDS AND CAPTAINS OVER FIFTIES, AND WILL
SET THEM TO EAR HIS GROUND AND TO READ HIS HARVEST, AND TO
MAKE HIS INSTRUMENTS OF WAR, AND INSTRUMENTS OF HIS CHARIOTS,
AND HE WILL TAKE YOUR DAUGHTERS TO BE CONFECTIONARIES, AND TO
BE COOKS AND TO BE BAKERS (this describes the expence and luxury as well as the
oppression of kingg AND HE WILL TAKE YOUR FIELDS AND YOUR OLIVE
YARDS, EVEN THE BEST OF THEM, AND GIVE THEM TO HIS SERVANTS; AND
HE WILL TAKE THE TENTH OF YOUR FEED, AND OF YOUR VINEYARDS, AND
GIVE THEM TO HIS OFFICERS AND TO HIS SERVANTS (by which we see tha
bribery, corruption, and favoritism are the standing vices of kingg AND HE WILL
TAKE THE TENTH OF YOUR MEN SERVANTS, AND YOUR MAID SERVANTS,
AND YOUR GOODLIEST YOUNG MEN AND YOUR ASSES, AND PUT THEM TO
HIS WORK; AND HE WILL TAKE THE TENTH OF YOUR SHEEP, AND YE
SHALL BE HIS SERVANTS, AND YE SHALL CRY OUT IN THAT DAY BECAUSE
OF YOUR KING WHICH YE SHALL HAVE CHOSEN, AND THE LORD WILL NOT
HEAR YOU IN THAT DAY. This accounts for the continuaion of monachy; neither do
the characters of the few goodkingswhich have lived since, either sanctify the title, or
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blot out the sinfulness of the origin; the high encomium given of David takes no notce of
him OFFICIALLY AS A KING, but only as a MAN after God's own heart.
NEVERTHELESS THE PEOPLE REFUSED TO OBEY THE VOICE OF SAMUEL,
AND THEY SAID, NAY, BUT WE WILL HAVE A KING OVER US, THAT WE MAY
BE LIKE ALL THE NATIONS, AND THAT OUR KING MAY JUDGE US, AND GO
OUT BEFORE US, AND FIGHT OUR BATTLES. Samud continued to reason with
them, butto no purpose; he set before them thar ingratitude but al would not avail; and
seeing them fully bent on ther folly, he cried out, | WILL CALL UNTO THE LORD,
AND HE SHALL SEND THUNDER AND RAIN (which then was a punishment, beng
in the time of wheat harvest) THAT YE MAY PERCEIVE AND SEE THAT YOUR
WICKEDNESS IS GREAT WHICH YE HAVE DONE IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD,
IN ASKING YOU A KING. SO SAMUEL CALLED UNTO THE LORD, AND THE
LORD SENT THUNDER AND RAIN THAT DAY, AND ALL THE PEOPLE
GREATLY FEARED THE LORD AND SAMUEL. AND ALL THE PEOPLE SAID
UNTO SAMUEL, PRAY FOR THY SERVANTS UNTO THE LORD THY GOD THAT
WE DIE NOT, FOR WE HAVE ADDED UNTO OUR SINS THIS EVIL, TO ASK A
KING. These portions of scripture are direct and postive. They admit of no equivocal
condruction. Tha the Almighty hah here entered his protest agans monachical
govanment is true, or the scripture is false. And a man hah goodreason to bdieve tha
there is as much of king-craft, as priest-craft, in withholding the scripture from the public
in Popish counties. For monachy in every indance is the Popey of govenment.

To the evil of monachy we have added tha of hereditary succession; and as the first
is a degradation and lessening of ourselves, so the second, claimed as a matter of right, is
an inault and an impogtion on pogerity. For all men being origindly equds, no ONE by
BIRTH could have aright to set up his own family in perpetud preference to all others
for ever, and though himself might deserve SOME decent degree of honos of his
cotemporaries, yet his descendants might be far too unworthy to inheit them. One of the
strongest NATURAL proofs of the folly of hereditary right in kings is, tha naure
disapproves it, otherwise, she would not so frequently turn it into ridicule by giving
mankind an ASS FOR A LION.

Secondly, as no man at first could possess any other public honos than were
bestowed uponhim, so the givers of those honos could have no power to give away the
right of poderity, and thoughthey might say “"We choo% you for OUR head," they could
not, without manifest injudice to thar children, say "tha your children and your
children's children shdl reign over OURS for ever." Because such an unwise, unjug,
unndural compact might (perhgos) in the next succession putthem unde the govenment
of a rogue or a fool. Mog wise men, in ther private sentiments, have ever treated
hereditary right with contempt; yet it is oneof those evils, which when once established
is not easily removed; many submit from fear, others from supastition, and the more
powerful pat shares with the king the plunde of the rest.

This is supposng the present race of kingsin the world to have had an honowrble
origin; whereas it is more than probable, tha could we take off the dark covering of
antiquity, and trace them to thar first rise, that we should find the first of them nothing
better than the prindpd ruffian of some restless gang, whos® savage mannas or
pre-eminence in subtlity obtained him the title of chief among plundeers, and who by

inArAancinA in nAnir AanA AavtAanAinA hie AdraradAiAane Aviy AaniAd tha Anniat AanA AAfF An AL A
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to purchase thar safety by frequent contributions Yet his electors could have no idea of
giving hereditary right to his descendants, because such a perpetud excluson of
themselves was incompatible with the free and unrestrained prindples they professed to
live by. Wherefore, hereditary succession in the early ages of monachy could not take
place as a matter of claim, but as something casud or complimental; but as few or no
records were extant in those days, and traditionay history stuffed with fables, it was very
easy, dfter the lapse of a few genegations to trump up some supastitious tale,
conveniently timed, Mahonmet like, to cram hereditary right down the throas of the
vulgar. Perhapsthe disorders which threatened, or seemed to threaten, on the decease of a
leader and the choice of a new one (for elections among ruffians could not be very
orderly) indued many at first to favor hereditary pretensons by which means it
happened, as it hah hgppened since, that what at first was submitted to as a convenience,
was afterwards claimed as aright

England, since the conquest, hah known some few good monachs but groaned
beneath a much larger number of bad ones; yet no man in his senses can say tha ther
clam unde William the Conqueor is a very honowible one A French bastard landing
with an armed banditti, and establishing himself king of England agang the consent of
thenaives, isin plain terms avery pdtry rascally origind. It certainly hah nodivinity in
it. However, it is needless to spend much time in exposng thefolly of hereditary right, if
there are any so weak as to bdieve it, let them promiscuoudy worship the ass and lion,
and welcome. | shdl nathe copy ther humility, nordisturb ther devotion.

Yet | should beglad to ask how they suppo® kingscame at first? The question admits
but of three answers, viz. either by lot, by election, or by usurpaion. If thefirst king was
taken by lot, it establishes a precedent for the next, which excludes hereditary succession.
Saul was by lot, yet the succession was not hereditary, nather does it appear from tha
transaction there was any intention it ever should. If thefirst king of any county was by
election, tha likewise establishes a precedent for the next; for to say, tha the RIGHT of
al future geneationsis taken away, by the act of the first electors, in thar choice not
only of aking, butof afamily of kingsfor ever, hah noparalé in or out of scripture but
the dodrine of origind sin, which supposs the free will of all men log in Adam; and
from such comparison, and it will admit of no other, hereditary succession can derive no
glory. For asin Adam al sinnead, and asin thefirst electors all men obeyed; asin theone
all mankind were subjected to Satan, and in the other to Sovereignty; as our innoence
was log in thefirst, and our authority in the last; and as both disable us from reassuming
some former state and privilege, it unanswerably follows tha origind sin and hereditary
succession are paalels. Dishonowmble rank! Inglorious connexion! Yet the mog subtle
sophist cannotproduce ajuger smile.

As to usurpaion, no man will be so hardy as to defend it; and tha William the
Conqueor was an usurpe is a fact not to be contradicted. The plain truth is, tha the
antiquity of English monachy will notbear looking into.

But it isnot so much the absurdity as the evil of hereditary succession which concerns
mankind. Did it ensure a race of good and wise men it would have the sea of divine
authority, but as it opens a doorto the FOOLISH, the WICKED, and the IMPROPER, it
hah in it the nature of oppression. Men who look uponthemselves bom to reign, and
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others to obey, SOON grow INsolent; selected from the rest of mankind thar minds are
early poisonal by importance; and the world they act in differs so materially from the
world at large, tha they have butlittle oppotunity of knowing its true interests, and when
they succeed to the govenment are frequently the mog ignorant and unfit of any
throughoutthe domnions

Anothe evil which attends hereditary succession is, that the throneis subject to be
possessed by a minor at any age al which time the regency, acting unde the cover of a
king, have every oppotunity and induement to beray thdr trus. The same naiond
misfortunehgppens, when a king worn out with age and infirmity, enters the last stage of
human weakness. In both these cases the public becomes a prey to every miscreant, who
can tamper successfully with thefollies either of age or infancy.

The mog plaugble plea, which hah ever been offered in favour of hereditary
succession, is, tha it preserves a naion from civil wars; and were this true, it would be
weighty; wheresas, it isthemos barefaced falsity ever imposed uponmankind. Thewhole
history of England disowns the fact. Thirty kings and two minors have reignel in that
distracted kingdom since the conquest, in which time there have been (induding the
Revolution) no less than eight civil wars and nineteen rebdlions Wherefore indead of
making for peace, it makes agang it, and destroys the very founddion it seems to stand
on.

The contest for monachy and succession, between the houses of York and Lancaster,
lad England in a scene of blood for many years. Twelve pitched battles, besides
skirmishes and sieges, were fought beaween Henry and Edward. Twice was Henry
prisone to Edward, who in his turn was prisone to Henry. And so uncertain is thefate of
war and the temper of a naion, when nothing but persond matters are the ground of a
quarel, tha Henry was taken in triumph from aprison  apdace, and Edward obiged to
fly from a pdace to a foreign land; yet, as sudden trangtions of tempe are seldom
lasting, Henry in his turn was driven from the throne and Edward recalled to succeed
him. The paliament dways following the strongest sde

This contest began in thereign of Henry the Sixth, and was not entirely extinguished
till Henry the Seventh, in whomthe families were united. Induding a period of 67 years,
viz. from 1422 b 1489.

In short, monachy and succession have laid (not this or that kingdomonly) but the
world in blood and ashes. 'Tis a form of govenment which the word of God bears
testimony agang, and blood will atend it.

If we inquire into the busness of a king, we shdl find tha in some counties they
have none and after sauntering away ther lives without pleasure to themselves or
advantage to the nation, withdraw from the scene, and leave ther successors to tread the
same idle round.In absolute monachies the whole weight of busness, civil and military,
lies on the king; the children of Isradl in thar request for a king, urged this plea "tha he
may judgeus, and go out before us and fight our battles." But in counties where heis
nether ajudgenorageneral, asin England, a man would be puzled to knowwhat IS his
busness.

The nearer anv novanment annmaches to A rentihlic the less hiidness thae is for a
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klng It is somewha difficult to find a propa name for the govenment of England. Sir
William Meredith calls it a republic; but in its present state it is unworthy of the name,
because the corrupt influence of the crown, by having all the places in its disposa, hah
so effectudly swallowed up the power, and eaten out the virtue of the house of commons
(the republican pat in the conditution) tha the govenment of England is nearly as
monachical as tha of France or Spain. Men fal out with names without undestanding
them. For it is therepublican and not the monachical pat of the conditution of England
which Englishmen glory in, viz. theliberty of choosng an houg of commonsfrom out of
thar own body—and it is easy to see tha when republican virtue fails, slavery ensues.
Why is the conditution of England sickly, but because monachy hah poisonal the
republic, the crown hah engrossed the commons?

In England a king hath little more to do than to make war and give away places;
which in plain terms, is to impoveish the naion and set it togeher by theears. A pretty
budgness indead for a man to be allowed eight hunded thousand sterling a year for, and
worshipped into the bargan! Of more worth is onehonest man to sodety and in the sight
of God, han dl the crowned ruffiansthat ever lived.

THOUGHTSON THE PRESENT STATE OF AMERICAN AFFAIRS

IN the following pages | offer nothing more than ssimple facts, plain arguments, and
common sense; and have no other preliminaries to settle with the reader, than that he will
divest himself of prejudice and prepossession, and suffer his reason and his feelingsto
determinefor themselves, that hewill put ON, or rather tha hewill not put OFF, thetrue
character of aman, and ganeroudy enlarge his views beyond e present day.

Volumes have been written on the subject of the struggle beween England and
America. Men of al ranks have embarked in the controversy, from different motives, and
with various designs but all have been ineffectud, and the period of debate is closed.
Arms, as thelast resource, decide the contest; the appeal was the choice of the king, and
the continent hath accepted the chdlenge

It hah been reported of the late Mr Pelham (who tho' an able minister was not
withouthis faults) that on his bang attacked in the house of commons on the score, tha
his measures were only of a temporary kind, replied, "THEY WILL LAST MY TIME."
Should a thoughtso fatal and unmanly possess the colonies in the present contest, the
name of ancestors will beremembered by future generationswith deestation.

The sun never shined on a cause of greater worth. 'Tis not the affair of a city, a
county, a province, or a kingdom but of a coninent—of at least one eighth part of the
habitable globe 'Tis not the conaern of a day, a year, or an age poderity are virtudly
involved in the contest, and will be more or less affected, even to the end of time, by the
proceedings now. Now is the seed time of continental union, faith and honor The least

fracture now will be like a name engraved with the point of a pin on the tende rind of a
voiinn nacs The waiind will enlarae with the tree and nngerityv read it in fulll arown
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characters.

By referring the matter from argument to arms, a new erafor politicsis struck; a new
method of thinking hah arisen. All plans, proposls, &c. prior to the ningeenth of April,
I. E. to the commencement of hodilities, are like the amanacks of the last year; which,
though prope then, are supaceded and useless now Whaever was advanced by the
advocates on either side of the question then, terminated in oneand the same point, viz. a
union with Great Britain; the only difference between the paties was the method of
effecting it; the oneproposng force, the other friendship; butit hath so far hgppened tha
thefirst hath failed, and the second hah withdrawn he influence.

As much hah been said of the advantages of reconaliation, which, like an agreeable
dream, hah passed away and left us as we were, it is but right, that we should examine
the contrary side of the argument, and inquire into some of the many materia injuries
which these colonies sudain, and always will sudain, by beng connected with, and
dependant on Great Britain. To examine tha conneion and dependance, on the
principles of naure and common sense, to see wha we have to trug to, if separated, and
wha we are to expect, if dgpendant.

| have heard it asserted by some, tha as America hath flourished unde her former
conneion with Great Britain, tha the same conne&ion is necessary towards her future
happiness, and will always have the same effect. Nothing can be more fallaciousthan this
kind of argument. We may as well assert that because a child has thrived uponmilk, that
it is never to have meat, or tha thefirst twenty years of ourlivesis to become a precedent
for the next twenty. But even thisis admitting more than is true, for | answver roundy, tha
America would have flourished as much, and probably much more, had no European
power had any thing to do with her. The commerce, by which she hath enriched herself
are the necessaries of life, and will always have a market while eating is the cusom of
Europe

But she has protected us, say some. Tha she hath engrossed usis true, and defended
the continent at our expence as well as he own is admitted, and shewould have defended
Turkey from the same motive, viz. the sake of trade and dominion.

Alas, we have been long led away by andent prgjudices, and made large sacrifices to
supestition. We have boasted the protection of Great Britain, without consdering, tha
her motive was INTEREST not ATTACHMENT; tha she did not protect us from OUR
ENEMIES on OUR ACCOUNT, but from HER ENEMIES on HER OWN ACCOUNT,
fromthose who had no quarel with usonany OTHER ACCOUNT, and who will always
be our enemies on the SAME ACCOUNT. Let Britain wave her pretensons to the
continent, or the continent throw off the dependance, and we should be at peace with
France and Span were they at war with Britain. The miseries of Hanove last war ought
to warn usagang connexions

It hath lately been asserted in paliament, that the colonies have no relation to each
other butthrough the paent county, I. E. tha Penngylvania and the Jerseys, and 9 on for
the rest, are sister colonies by the way of England; this is certainly a very round-about
way of proving relationship, butit is the nearest and only trueway of proving enemyship,
if I may so call it. France and Span never were, nor perhaps ever will be our enemies as
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AMERICANS, butas our being the SUBJECTS OF GREAT BRITAIN.

But Britain is the parent county, say some. Then the more shame uponher condud.
Even brutes do not devour ther young, nor savages make war upon thar families;
wherefore the assertion, if true turnsto her reproach; but it happens not to be true, or
only patly so, and the phrase PARENT or MOTHER COUNTRY hah been jesuitically
adopted by the king and his parasites, with a low papistical design of gaining an unfair
bias on the credulous weakness of our minds Europe and not England, is the parent
county of America. This new world hath been the asylum for the persecuted lovers of
civil and religiousliberty from EVERY PART of Europe Hithe have they fled, notfrom
the tenda embraces of the mother, but from the crudty of the monder; and it is so far
true of England, tha the same tyranny which drove the first emigrants from home,
pursues their descendants till.

In this extendve quater of the globe we forge the narrow limits of three hunded
and sixty miles (the extent of England) and carry our friendship on a larger scale; we
claim brotherhood with every European christian, and triumph in the generodty of the
sentiment.

It is pleasant to observe by wha regular gradaions we surmount the force of local
prejudice, as we enlarge our acquantance with the world. A man bom in any town in
England divided into parishes, will naurally assocate mog with his fellow parishionas
(because ther interests in many cases will be common) and distinguish him by the name
of NEIGHBOUR; if he meet him butafew miles from home, he dropsthe narrow idea of
a street, and salutes him by the name of TOWNSMAN;; if hetravel out of the county, and
meet him in any other, he forgets the minor divisions of street and town, and calls him
COUNTRYMAN; i. e. COUNTY-MAN; but if in ther foreign excursions they should
associate in France or any other pat of EUROPE, thar loca remembrance would be
enlarged into tha of ENGLISHMEN. And by a jug parity of reasoning, all Europeans
meeting in America, or any other quater of theglobg are COUNTRY MEN; for England,
Holland, Germany, or Sweden, when compared with the whole, stand in the same places
on the larger scale, which the divisions of street, town, and county do on the smaller
ones; distinctionstoo limited for continental minds Not onethird of theinhabitants, even
of this province, are of English descent. Wherefore | reprobae the phrase of parent or
mother country applied to England only, as beng false, slfish, narow and ung@erous

But admitting, tha we were al of English descent, wha does it amountto? Nothing.
Britain, beng now an open enemy, extinguishes every other name and title: And to say
tha recondliation is our duty, is truly farcical. The first king of England, of the present
line (William the Conqueor) was a Frenchman, and hdf the Peers of England are
descendants from the same county; wherefore, by the same method of reasoning,
England oughtto begovened by Fance.

Much hah been said of the united strength of Britain and the colonies, tha in
conjundion they might bid defiance to the world. But this is mere presumption; the fate
of war is uncertain, nather do the expressions mean any thing; for this continent would
never suffer itself to be drained of inhabitants, to suppot the British arms in either Asia,
Africa, or Europe
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Besides, wha have we to do with setting the world at defiance? Our plan is
commerce, and that, well attended to, will secure us the peace and friendship of all
Europe becausg, it is theinterest of all Europeto have America a FREE PORT. Her trade
will aways be a protection, and her barenness of gold and silver secure her from
invaders.

| chdlengethe warmest advocate for recondliation, to shew, a single advantage that
this continent can reap, by beng connected with Great Britain. | repeat the chdlenge not
a single advantage is derived. Our com will fetch its price in any market in Europe and
ourimported goodsmug bepad for buy hem where we will.

But theinjuries and disadvantages we sugain by tha connection, are withoutnumber;
and our duty to mankind at large as well as to ourselves, indrud us to renoune the
dliance: Because, any submission to, or dependance on Great Britain, tends directly to
involve this continent in European wars and quarels; and ®ts usat variance with ndions
who would otherwise seek our friendsip, and agang whom, we have nether ange nor
complaint. As Europe is our market for trade, we oughtto form no patia connection
with any pat of it. It is the true interest of America to steer clear of European
contentions which she never can do, while by he dependance on Britain, sheis madethe
make-weightin the scale on British poltics.

Europeistoo thickly planted with kingdons to be long at peace, and whenever a war
breaks out between England and any foreign power, the trade of America goes to ruin,
BECAUSE OF HER CONNECTION WITH BRITAIN. The next war may not turn out
like the last, and should it not, the advocates for recondliation now will be wishing for
separation then, because, neutrality in tha case, would be a safer convoy than a man of
war. Every thing tha is right or natural pleads for separation. The blood of the dlain, the
weeping voice of naure cries, 'TIS TIME TO PART. Even the distance at which the
Almighty hah placed England and America, is a strong and naural proof, that the
authority of theone ove the other, was never the design of Heaven. Thetime likewise at
which the continent was discovered, adds weight to the argument, and the manne in
which it was peopled encreases the force of it. The reformation was preceded by the
discovery of America, as if the Almighty gracioudy meant to open a sanctuary to the
persecuted in future years, when homre should aford nather friendship norsafety.

The authority of Great Britain over this continent, is a form of govanment, which
soone or later mug have an end: And a serious mind can draw no true pleasure by
looking forward, unde the painful and postive conviction, tha wha hecalls "the present
conditution" is merely temporary. As paents, we can have no joy, knowing tha THIS
GOVERNMENT is not sufficiently lasting to ensure any thing which we may bequeath
to poderity: And by a plain method of argument, as we are running the next generation
into debt, we oughtto do the work of it, otherwise we use them meanly and pitifully. In
order to discover the lineof our duty rightly, we should take our children in ourhand, and
fix our station a few years farther into life; tha eminence will present a progect, which a
few present fears and prgjudices conaeal from our sight

Though| would carefully avoid giving unnecessary offence, yet | am indined to
bdieve, that all those who espouse the dodrine of recondliation, may be induded within
the following descriptions Interested men, who are not to be trused; weak men, who
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CANNOT see; prejudiced men, who WILL NOT see; and a certain set of moderate men,
who think better of the European world than it deserves; and this last class, by an
ill-judged ddiberation, will be the cause of more calamities to this continent, than all the
other three.

It is the goodfortuneof many to live distant from the scene of sorrow; the evil is not
sufficiently broughtto THEIR doors to make THEM fed the precariousess with which
all American propety is possessed. But let our imagindions trangoort us for a few
moments to Bogon, that seat of wretchedness will teach uswisdom, and ingruct us for
ever to renoun@ a power in whom we can have no trus. The inhaitants of tha
unfortunae city, who but a few months ago were in ease and affluence, have now, no
other dternaive than to day and darve, or tumn outto bey. Endangered by thefire of thar
friendsif they continuewithin the city, and plundeed by the soldiery if they leaveit. In
thar present condition they are prisonas without the hope of redemption, and in a
gened attack for ther relief, they would beexposed to the fury of both armies.

Men of passive tempers look somewhat lightly over the offences of Britain, and, till
hoping for the best, are apt to call out, "COME, COME, WE SHALL BE FRIENDS
AGAIN, FOR ALL THIS." But examine the passionsand feelingsof mankind, Bring the
dodrine of recondliation to the touchgone of naure, and then tell me, whether you can
hereafter love, honour and faithfully serve the power that hath carried fire and sword into
your land? If you cannot do all these, then are you only deceiving yourselves, and by
your dday bringing ruin uponpoderity. Your future connection with Britain, whom you
can ndther love nor honour will be forced and unndural, and being formed only on the
plan of present convenience, will in alittle time fall into arelapse more wretched than the
first. But if you say, you can still pass the violations over, then | ask, Hath your house
been bumt? Hath your propeaty been destroyed before your face? Are your wife and
children destitute of a bed to lie on, or bread to live on?Have you log a parent or a child
by thar hands and yourself the ruined and wretched survivor? If you have not, then are
you not a judgeof those who have. But if you have, and still can shake handswith the
murderers, then you are unworthy of the name of husdand, father, friend, or lover, and
whaever may be your rank or title in life, you have the heart of a coward, and the spirit
of asycophant.

This is not inflaming or exaggerating matters, but trying them by thos feelings and
affections which naure judifies, and without which, we should be incapable of
discharging the sodal duties of life, or enjoying the felicities of it. | mean not to exhibit
horror for the purmpose of provoking revenge but to awaken us from fatal and unmanly
slumbers, tha we may pursue deerminaely some fixed object. It is notin the power of
Britain or of Europeto conque America, if she do not conque herself by DELAY and
TIMIDITY. The present winter is worth an age if righty employed, but if log or
neglected, thewhole continent will partake of the misfortune and there is no punishment
which tha man will not deserve, be he who, or wha, or where he will, tha may be the
means of sacrificing aseason o preciousand usful.

It is repugnant to reason, to the universal order of thingsto all examples from former
ages, to suppo®, tha this continent can longe remain subject to any externd power. The
mog sanguinein Britain does not think so. The utmog stretch of human wisdom cannot,
at this time, compass a plan short of separation, which can promise the continent even a
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year's %cuﬁty. ﬁiecondliation is NOW a falacious drearh. Nature hah deserted the
conneion, and Art cannotsupply her place. For, as Milton wisely expresses, "never can
true recondlement grow where woundsof deadly hae have pierced o dep.”

Every quiet method for peace hah been ineffectud. Our prayers have been regjected
with disdan; and only tendad to convince us, tha nothing flatters vanity, or confirms
obginacy in Kings more than repeated petitioning—and noting hath contributed more
than tha very measure to make the Kings of Europe absolute: Witness Denmark and
Sweden. Wherefore, since nothing but blows will do, for God's sake, let us come to a
find separation, and notleave the next generation to be cutting throas, unde theviolated
unmeaning nanes of parent and dhild.

To say, they will never attempt it agan is idle and visonay, we thoughtso at the
repeal of the stamp act, yet a year or two undeceived us as well may we suppo® that
nations which have been on® deeated, will never renew the quarel.

Asto govanment matters, it is not in the power of Britain to do this continent judice:
The busness of it will soon be too weighty, and intricate, to be managed with any
tolerable degree of convenience, by a power, so distant from us, and so very ignorant of
us for if they cannot conque us, they cannotgovean us To be aways running three or
four thousand miles with a tale or a petition, waiting four or five months for an answer,
which when obtained requires five or six more to explain it in, will in a few years be
looked uponas folly and childishness—There was a time when it was prope, and there is
aprope time for it to cease.

Small islands not capable of protecting themselves, are the prope objects for
kingdons to take unde ther care; but there is something very absurd, in supposng a
continent to be perpetudly govened by an isand. In no ingance hath nature made the
satellite larger than its primary planet, and as England and America, with respect to each
other, reverses the common order of nature, it is evident they bdongto different systems:
England b Europe Americato itself.

| am notinduced by motives of pride, party, or resentment to espouse the dodrine of
sepaation and indgoendance; | am clearly, postively, and conscientioudy persuaded tha
it is the true interest of this continent to be so; tha every thing short of THAT is mere
pachwork, tha it can afford no lasting felicity,—that it is leaving the sword to our
children, and shrinking back at a time, when, a little more, a little farther, would have
rendaed this continent the glory of the earth.

As Britain hah not manifested the least indination towards a compromise, we may be
assured tha no terms can be obtained worthy the acceptance of the continent, or any
ways equd to the expense of blood and treasure we have been dready putto.

The object, contended for, oughtalways to bear some jug propottion to the expense.
Theremovd of North, or thewhole detestable junto, is amatter unworthy the millions we
have expended. A temporary stoppae of trade, was an inconvenience, which would have
sufficiently bdlanced the repeal of all the acts complained of, had such repeals been
obtained; butif the whole continent mug take up arms, if every man mug be a soldier, it
is scarcely worth our while to fight agang a contemptible ministry only. Dearly, dearly,
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do we pay tor therepeal of theacts, It that 1sall we tighttor; tor in ajug estimation, It 1<
as great a folly to pay a Bunka-hill price for law, as for land. As | have aways
congdered the indgoendancy of this continent, as an event, which soone or later mugt
arrive, so from thelate rapid progress of the continent to maturity, the event could not be
far off. Wherefore, on the breaking out of hodilities, it was not worth the while to have
disputed a matter, which time would have findly redressed, unless we meant to be in
earnest; othewise, it is like wasting an estate on asuit at law, to regulate the trespasses of
a tenant, whos lease is jug expiring. No man was a warmer wisher for recondliation
than myself, before the fatal ningteenth of April 1775, but the moment the event of tha
day was made known, | rejected the hardened, sullen tempered Pharaoh of England for
ever; and disdan the wretch, that with the pretended title of FATHER OF HIS PEOPLE,
can unfeelingly hear of ther laughter, and composedly sleep with ther blood uponhis
soul.

But admitting that matters were now made up, wha would bethe event? | answer, the
ruin of the continent. And tha for several reasons

FIRST. The powers of govening gill remaining in the handsof the king, hewill have
a negative over the whole legidation of this continent. And as he hah shewn himself
such an inveterate enemy to liberty, and discovered such a thirst for arbitrary power; is
he, or is henot, a prope man to say to these colonies, "YOU SHALL MAKE NO LAWS
BUT WHAT | PLEASE." And is there any inhabitant in America so ignofant, as not to
know, tha according to wha is called the PRESENT CONSTITUTION, tha this
continent can make no laws but wha the king gives it leave to; and is there any man so
unwise, as not to see, tha (consdeing wha has happened) he will suffer no law to be
made here, but such as suit HIS purmpos. We may be as effectudly endaved by the want
of laws in America, as by submitting to laws made for usin England. After matters are
made up (as it is called) can there be any doubt butthewhole power of the crown will be
exerted, to keep this continent as low and hunble as possible? Ingead of going forward
we shdl go backward, or be pepeudly quarelling or ridiculoudy petitioning. We are
already greater than the king wishes usto be, and will henot hereafter endeavour to make
usless? To bring the matter to onepoint. Is the power who is jealousof our progerity, a
propa power to goven us? Whoever says NO to this question is an INDEPENDANT, for
indgpendancy meansno nore, than, whether we shdl make ourown laws, or, whether the
king, the greatest enemy this continent hath, or can have, shdl tell us "THERE SHALL
BE NO LAWS BUT SUCH AS| LIKE."

But the king you will say has a negative in England; the people there can make no
laws without his conent. In point of right and good order, there is something very
ridiculous tha a youth of twenty-one (which hath often hgppened) shdl say to severd
millions of people, older and wiser than himself, | forbid this or tha act of yours to be
law. But in this place | decline this sort of reply, thoughl will never cease to expose the
abaurdity of it, and only answer, that England being the King'sresidence, and America
not so, make quite another case. The king'snegaive HERE is ten times more dangeous
and fatal than it can be in England, for THERE he will scarcely refuse his conent to a
bill for putting England into as strong a state of defence as possible, and in America he
would never suffer such abill to bepassed.

Americais only aseconday object in the system of British politics, England conaults
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the goodof THIS county, no farther than it ansvers her OWN pumpose. Wherefore, her
own interest leads her to suppress the growth of OURS in every case which doth not
promote her advantage, or in theleast interferes with it. A pretty state we should soonbe
in unde such a second-hand govanment, consdering wha has hgppened! Men do not
change from enemies to friends by the ateration of a name: And in order to shew tha
recondliation NOW is a dangeaousdodrine | affirm, THAT IT WOULD BE POLICY
IN THE KING AT THIS TIME, TO REPEAL THE ACTS FOR THE SAKE OF
REINSTATING HIMSELF IN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCES; in order
tha HE MAY ACCOMPLISH BY CRAFT AND SUBTILITY, IN THE LONG RUN,
WHAT HE CANNOT DO BY FORCE AND VIOLENCE IN THE SHORT ONE.
Recondliation and min ae nearly related.

SECONDLY. Tha as even the best terms, which we can expect to obtain, can amount
to no more than a temporary expedient, or a kind of government by guardianship, which
can last no longe than till the colonies come of age, so the general face and state of
things in the interim, will be unsettled and unpromising. Emigrants of propeaty will not
choos to come to acounty whose form of govenment hangsbutby athread, and who is
every day tottering on the brink of commotion and disturbance; and numbers of the
present inhabitants would lay hold of theinterval, to dispose of thar effects, and quit the
continent.

But the mog powerful of all arguments, is, tha nothing but indgendance, i. e a
continental form of govenment, can keep the peace of the continent and preserve it
inviolate from civil wars. | dread the event of a recondliation with Britain now, as it is
more than probable, tha it will followed by a revolt somewhere or other, the
conequences of which may befar more fatal than dl the malice of Britain.

Thousnds are already ruined by British barbarity; (thousnds more will probably
suffer the same fate.) Thos men have othe feelingsthan uswho have nothing suffered.
All they NOW possess is liberty, what they before enjoyed is sacrificed to its service, and
having nothing more to lose, they disdan submission. Besides, the genera temper of the
colonies, towards a British govenment, will belike tha of ayouth, who is nearly out of
his time; they will care very little abouthea. And agovenment which cannotpreserve the
peace, is no govenment at al, and in tha case we pay our money for nothing; and pray
what isit that Britain can do, whose power will be wholly on pgper, should a civil tumult
break outthevery day after recondliation?l have heard some men say, many of whom|
bdieve spokewithoutthinking, tha they dreaded an indgpendance, fearing that it would
produee civil wars. It is butseldomtha our first thoughs are truly correct, and tha is the
case here; for there are ten times more to dread from a pached up conneion than from
independance. | make the sufferers case my own, and | protest, tha were | driven from
hous and home, my propety destroyed, and my circumstances ruined, tha as a man,
sengble of injuries, | could never relish the dodrine of recondliation, or congder myself
bound hereby.

The colonies have manifested such a spirit of goodorder and obalience to continental
govanment, as is sufficient to make every reasonable person easy and happy on tha
head. No man can assign the least pretence for his fears, on any other grounds that such
as are truly childish and ridiculous viz. tha one colony will be striving for supeiority
over another.

20 of 35 2/7/2013 8:09 AM



The Project Gutenberg E-text of The Writings of Thomas Paine, Volume 1 http://www.gutenberg.org/files/3755/3755-h/3755-h.htm

Where there are no distinctionsthere can be no supeiority, pafect equdity affordsno
temptation. The republics of Europe are all (and we may say always) in peace. Holland
and Swisserland are without wars, foreign or domestic: Monachical govenments, it is
true are never long at rest; the crown itself is a temptation to enterprizing ruffians at
HOME; and tha degree of pride and insolence ever attendant on regd authority, swells
into arupture with foreign powers, in ingances, where arepublican govenment, by beng
formed on nore natura princples, would negotiate the mistake.

If there is any true cause of fear respecting indegpendance, it is because no plan is yet
laid down. Men do not see their way out—Wherefore, as an opening into tha busness, |
offer the following hints; at the same time modestly affirming, tha | have no other
opinion of them myself, than tha they may be the means of giving rise to something
better. Could the straggling thoughs of individuds be collected, they would frequently
form materials for wise and ale men to improveinto useful matter.

Let the assemblies be annud, with a President only. The representation more equd.
Ther busness wholly donestic, and subject to the authority of a Continental Congress.

Let each colony be divided into six, eight, or ten, convenient districts, each district to
send a propea nunmber of ddegaes to Congress, so that each colony send at least thirty.
The whole number in Congress will be least 390. Each Congress to sit and to choos a
president by the following method. When the ddegaes are met, let a colony be taken
from the whole thirteen colonies by lot, after which, let the whole Congress choos (by
bdlot) a president from out of the ddegates of THAT province. In the next Congress, et
a colony be taken by lot from twelve only, omitting tha colony from which the president
was taken in the former Congress, and so proceeding on till the whole thirteen shdl have
had ther prope rotation. And in order tha nothing may pass into a law but wha is
satisfactorily jug, not less than three fifths of the Congress to be called a mgjority. He
tha will promote discord, unde a govanment so equdly formed as this, would have
joined Ludfer in his revolt.

But as there is a peculiar ddicacy, fromwhom, or in wha manne, this busness mugt
first arise, and as it seems mog agreeable and congstent that it should come from some
intermediate body between the govened and the govanors, tha is, beween the Congress
and the people, let a CONTINENTAL CONFERENCE be hdd, in thefollowing manner,
and for thefollowing pupo<.

A committee of twenty-six members of Congress, viz. two for each colony. Two
members for each House of Assembly, or Provindal Convention; and five representatives
of the people at large, to bechosen in the capital city or town of each province, for, and in
behdf of the whole province, by as many qudified voters as shdl think prope to attend
fromall parts of the province for that purpose; or, if more convenient, the representatives
may bechosen in two or three of the mos popubusparts thereof. In this conference, thus
assembled, will be united, the two grand princples of busness, KNOWLEDGE and
POWER. The membes of Congress, Assemblies, or Conventions by having had
expeience in naiond conaerns will be able and ussful coungllors, and the whole, beng
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Impowered by he people, will have atruly legd authonty.

The conferring members beng met, let ther busness beto frame a CONTINENTAL
CHARTER, or Charter of the United Colonies; (answering to what is called the Magna
Charta of England) fixing the number and manna of choosng members of Congress,
members of Assembly, with thar date of sitting, and drawing the line of busness and
jurisdiction between them: (Always remembering, tha our strength is continental, not
provindal:) Securing freedom and propeaty to all men, and above all things the free
exercise of religion, according to the dictates of consience; with such other matter asis
necessary for a chater to contain. Immediately after which, the said Conference to
dissolve, and the bodies which shdl be chosen comformable to the said charter, to bethe
legislators and govenors of this continent for the time being: Whos peace and
happiness, may God pieserve, Amen.

Should any body of men be hereafter ddegaed for this or some similar purpos, |
offer them the following extracts from tha wise obsrver on govenments
DRAGONETTI. "The science" says he "of the politician congsts in fixing the true point
of happiness and freedom Thos men would deserve the gratitude of ages, who should
discover a mode of govenment that contained the greatest sum of individud happiness,
with theleast naiond expens." "DRAGONETTI ON VIRTUE AND REWARDS."

But where says some is the King of America? I'll tell you Friend, hereignsabove and
doth not make havoc of mankind like the Royd Brute of Britain. Yet tha we may not
appear to be defective even in earthly honoss, let a day be solemnly set apat for
prodaiming the charter; let it be broughtforth placed onthedivine law, theword of God;
let a crown be placed thereon, by which theworld may know, that so far as we approveas
monachy, tha in America THE LAW IS KING. For as in absolute governments the King
is law, so in free counties the law OUGHT to be King; and there oughtto be no other.
But lest any ill use should afterwards arise, let the crown at the conduson of the
ceremony bedamolished, and scattered anong he people whose rightit is.

A govenment of our own is our naura right And when a man serioudy reflects on
the precariousess of human affairs, he will become convinced, that it is infinitely wiser
and safer, to form a conditution of our own in a cool ddiberate manne, while we have it
in ourpower, than to trug such an interesting event to ime and chance. If we omit it now;
some, [*1] Massandlo may hereafter arise, who laying hold of popubr disquietudes, may
collect togehe the desperate and discontented, and by assuming to themselves the
powers of govenment, may sweep away the liberties of the continent like a dduge
Should the govenment of America return agan into the hands of Britain, the tottering
situdion of things will be a temptation for some desperate adventurer to try his fortune
and in such a case, wha relief can Britain give? Ere she could hear the news, the fatal
budness might be done and ourselves suffering like the wretched Britons unde the
oppression of the Conqueor. Ye tha oppog indgpendance now, ye know not what ye do;
ye are opening adoorto éernd tyranny, by keeping vacant the seat of govenment. There
are thousnds and tens of thousnds who would think it gloriousto expd from the
continent, tha barbarous and hdlish power, which hah stirred up the Indians and
Negroes to destroy us the crudty hath a doubk guilt, it is dealing brutally by us and
treacheroudy by them.
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To talk ot triendship with those In whom our reason torbids us to have taith, and our
affectionswoundel througha thousand pores indruct usto deest, is madness and folly.
Every day wears out the little remains of kindred beween us and them, and can there be
any reason to hope that as therelationship expires, the affection will increase, or tha we
shdl agree better, when we have ten times more and greater concernsto quarel over than
ever?

Ye tha tell usof hamony and reconaliation, @n yerestore to usthetime tha is past?
Can ye give to progitution its former innoence? Neithe can ye recondle Britain and
America. The last cord now is broken, the people of England are presenting addresses
agang us There are injuries which naure cannotforgive; shewould cease to be naure if
shedid. As well can the lover forgive theravisher of his mistress, as the continent forgive
the murders of Britain. The Almighty hah implanted in us these unextinguishable
feelingsfor good and wise puiposes. They are the guadians of his image in our hearts.
They distinguish us from the hed of common animals. The soda compact would
dissolve, and judice beextirpated from the earth, orhave only acasud existence were we
callous to the toudhes of affection. The robbe, and the murderer, would often escape
unpunshed, did notthe injuries which ourtempers sugain, provokeusinto jugice.

O ye tha love mankind! Ye tha dare oppo®, not only the tyranny, but the tyrant,
stand forth! Every spot of the old world is overrun with oppression. Freedom hath been
hunted roundthe globe Asia, and Africa, have longexpdled her. Europeregards her like
a strange, and England hath given he warning to depart. O! receive the fugitive, and
prepare in ime an asylum for mankind.

Note 1 Thomes Andlo, othewise Massandlo, a fisheman of Naples, who after
spiriting up his countrymen in the public market place, agang the oppression of the
Spaniards, to whomthe place was then subject, prompted them to revolt, and in the space
of aday became king.

OF THE PRESENT ABILITY OF AMERICA,
WITH SOME MISCELLANEOUS REFLEXIONS

| HAVE never met with aman, either in England or America, who hath not confessed
his opinion, tha a separation between the counties, would take place onetime or other:
Andthere is noingance, in which we have shewn less judgnent, than in endeavouring to
describe what we call, the ripeness or fitness of the Continent for independance.

As al men allow the measure, and vary only in ther opinion of the time, let us in
order to remove mistakes, take a general survey of things and endeavour, if possible, to
find outthe VERY time. But we nead notgo far, theinquiry ceases a oncg, for, the TIME
HATH FOUND US. The genera conaurrence, the gloriousunion of all thingsprove the
fact.

It is notin numbers, butin unity, tha our great strength lies; yet our present numbers
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are suftficient to repd the torce of all the world. The Contnent hah, at this time, the
largest body of armed and disciplined men of any power unde Heaven; and is jus
arrived at that pitch of strength, in which, no single colony is able to suppot itself, and
the whole, when united, can accomplish the matter, and eithe more, or, less than this,
might be fatal in its effects. Our land force is aready sufficient, and as to naval affairs,
we cannot be insengble, tha Britain would never suffer an American man of war to be
built, while the continent remained in her hands Wherefore, we should be no forwarder
an hunded years hence in tha branch, than we are now; but the truth is, we should be
less so, because the timber of the county is every day diminishing, and that, which will
remain & last, will befar off and difficult to procure.

Were the continent crowded with inhabitants, her sufferings unde the present
circumstances would beintolerable. The more sea port townswe had, the more should we
have both to defend and to loose. Our present nunbers are so hgopily propotioned to our
wants, tha no man need be idle. The diminution of trade affords an army, and the
necessities of an amy create anew trade.

Debts we have none and whaever we may contract on this accountwill serve as a
glorious memento of our virtue Can we but leave poderity with a settled form of
govanment, an indgpendant conditution of it's own, the purchase at any price will be
cheap. But to expend millionsfor the sake of getting afew vile acts repedled, and routing
the present ministry only, is unworthy the charge and is usng pogerity with the utmos
crudty; because it is leaving them the great work to do, and a debt uponthar backs, from
which, they derive no advantage Such a thoughtis unworthy a man of honor and is the
true characteristic of anarow heart and apedling poltician.

The debt we may contract doth not deserve our regard if the work be but
accomplished. No naion oughtto be withouta debt. A naiond debt is a naiond bond;
and when it bears no interest, isin nocase agrievance. Britain is oppressed with adebt of
upwards of onehunded and forty millionssterling, for which she pays upwards of four
millionsinterest. And as a compensation for her debt, she has a large navy; Americais
withouta debt, and withoutanavy; yet for the twentieth part of the English naiond debt,
could have a navy as large again. The navy of England is not worth, at this time, more
than three millionsand an hdf serling.

The first and second editions of this pamphlet were published without the following
calculations which are now given as a proof tha the above estimation of the navy is a
jug one SEE ENTIC'S NAVAL HISTORY, INTRO. page56.

The charge of building a ship of each rate, and furnishing her with masts, yards, sails
and rigging, togeher with a propottion of eight months boaswain's and carpenter's
sea-stores, as calculated by Mr. Burchett, Secretary to the navy.

For a ship of a 100 guns | | 35,553 L.
90 | | 29, 886
80 | | 23,638
70 | | 17,785
60 | | 14,197
| | 10, 606

50
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40 | | 7,558
30 | | 5,846
20 | | 3,710

And from hence it is easy to sum up the value or cod rather, of the whole British
navy, which in theyear 1757,when it was as its greatest glory congsted of the following
shipsand guns

SH PS. | GUNS. | COST OF ONE. | COST OF ALL.

6 | 100 | 35,553 _|._ | 213,318 _I._
12 | 90 | 29, 886 | 358, 632
12 | 80 | 23,638 | 283, 656
43 | 70 | 17,785 | 746, 755
35| 60 | 14,197 | 496, 895
40 | 50 | 10, 606 | 424, 240
45 | 40 | 7,558 | 340, 110
58 | 20 | 3,710 | 215,180
85 | Sloops, bonmbs, and

fireshi ps, one

wi t h anot her, at
| 2,000 | 170, 000
Cost 3, 266, 786

Remai ns for guns | 233,214
Total . 3, 500, 000

No county ontheglobeis so happily situated, so interndly capable of raising a fleet
as America. Tar, timber, iron, and cordage are her naural produee. We need goabroad for
nothing. Whereas the Dutch, who make large profits by hiring out thar ships of war to
the Spaniards and Portuguese, are obliged to import mog of the materials they use. We
ought to view the building a fleet as an article of commerce, it beng the naura
manufactory of this county. It is the best money we can lay out A navy when finished is
worth more than it cos. Andistha nice point in nationd policy, in which commerce and
protection are united. Let us build; if we want them not, we can sell; and by tha means
replace our pgoer currency with ready gold and slver.

In point of manning a fleet, people in general runinto great errors; it is not necessary
tha one fourth part should be sailor. The Terrible privateer, Captain Death, stood the
hottest engagement of any ship last war, yet had not twenty sailors on boad, thoughher
complement of men was upwards of two hunded. A few able and sodal sailors will soon
ingruct a sufficient number of active landmen in the common work of a ship. Wherefore,
we never can bemore capable to begin on maritime matters than now, while our timber is
standing, our fisheries blocked up, and our sailors and shipwrights out of employ. Men of
war, of seventy and eighty gunswere built forty years ago in New England, and why not
the same now? Ship-building is America's greatest pride, and in which, she will in time
excel thewhole world. The great empires of the east are mogly inland, and consequently
excluded from the possibility of rivalling her. Africais in a state of barbarism; and no
power in Europe hah either such an extent of coast, or such an internd supply of
materials. Where naure hath given the ong she has withhdd the other; to America only
hah she been libea of both. The vast empire of Russia is amog shut out from the seg;
wherefore, he boundess forests, he tar, iron, and crdage are only articles of commerce.

In point of safety, oughtwe to be without a fleet? We are not the little people now,
which we were sixty years ago; at tha time we might have trused our propaty in the
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streets, or fields rather; and dept securely withoutlocks or bolts to our doois or windows.
The case now is altered, and our methodsof defence, oughtto improve with our increase
of propaty. A common pirate, twelve months ago, might have come up the Delaware,
and laid the city of Philaddphia unde ingant contribution, for what sum he pleased; and
the same might have hgppened to other places. Nay, any daing fellow, in a brig of
fourteen or sixteen guns might have robbel the whole Continent, and carried off hdf a
million of money. These are circumstances which demand our attention, and point out the
necessity of naval protection.

Some, perhgps will say, tha after we have made it up with Britain, she will protect
us Can we be so unwise as to mean, that she shal keep a navy in our harbours for that
purmpos? Common sense will tell us tha the power which hah endeavoured to subdue
us is of all others, the mog imprope to defend us Conquest may be effected unde the
pretence of friend<hip; and ourselves, after alongand brave resistance, be at last cheated
into davery. And if her shipsare notto beadmitted into ourhabours, | would ask, howis
she to protect us? A navy three or four thousnd miles off can be of little use, and on
sudden emergendes, noneat all. Wherefore, if we mus hereafter protect ourselves, why
notdo it for ourselves? Why do t for another?

The English list of ships of war, islong and formidable, but not a tenth part of them
are at any time fit for service, numbes of them not in bang; yet ther names are
pompougy continued in theligt, if only a plank beleft of the ship: and not a fifth part, of
such as are fit for service, can be spared on any one station at onetime. The East, and
West Indies, Mediterranean, Africa, and other parts over which Britain extendshe claim,
make large demandsuponhe navy. From a mixture of prejudice and inatention, we have
contracted a false notion respecting the navy of England, and have talked as if we should
have the whole of it to encouner at once, and for tha reason, suppo®d, tha we musg
have oneas large which not beng indantly practicable, have been made use of by a set
of disguised Tories to discourage our beginning thereon. Nothing can be farther from
truth than this; for if America had only a twentieth part of the naval force of Britain, she
would be by far an over match for her; because, as we ndther have, nor claim any foreign
dominion, ourwhole force would be employed onour own coast, where we should, in the
longrun, have two to onethe advantage of those who had three or four thousand miles to
sail over, before they could attack us and the same distance to return in order to refit and
recruit. And athoughBritain by her fleet, hah a check over our tradeto Europe we have
aslargeaoneove her tradeto the West Indies, which, by laying in the neéghbouhoodof
the Continent, is entirely a its mercy.

Some method might be fallen on to keep up a naval force in time of peace, if we
should not judgeit necessary to suppot a condant navy. If premiums were to be given to
merchants, to build and employ in ther service, ships mounted with twenty, thirty, forty,
or fifty guns (the premiums to bein propottion to theloss of bulk to the merchants) fifty
or sixty of those ships with a few guad ships on condant duty, would keep up a
sufficient navy, and that without burdening ourselves with the evil so loudly complained
of in England, of suffering their fleet, in time of peace to lie rotting in the dods. To unite
the sinews of commerce and defence is sound policy; for when our strength and our
riches, play into each other's hand, we need fear no externd enemy.

In Almng averv article of defence we ahniind Hemn flniinches aven tn ranknes an
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tha we need not want cordage. Our ironis supeior to that of other counties. Our small
ams equd to any in the world. Cannons we can cast at pleasure. Saltpetre and
gunpowder we are every day produdang. Our knowledgeis houtly improving. Resolution
is our inheent character, and courage hah never yet forsaken us Wherefore, what is it
tha we want? Why is it that we hesitate? From Britain we can expect nothing but ruin. If
she is once admitted to the govenment of America again, this Continent will not be
worth living in. Jealouses will be always arising; insurrections will be congantly
happening; and who will go forth to qudl them? Who will venture his life to reduce his
own countymen to a foreign obedience? The difference between Penng/lvania and
Connetticut, respecting some unlocated lands shews the inggnificance of a British
govanment, and fully proves, tha nothing but Continenta authority can regulate
Continental matters.

Anothe reason why the present time is preferable to all others, is, tha the fewer our
numbers are, the more land there is yet unoccupied, which ingead of beng lavished by
the king on his worthless dependents, may be hereafter applied, not only to the discharge
of the present debt, but to the congant suppot of government. No naion unde heaven
hah such an advantage as this.

The infant state of the Colonies, as it is caled, so far from beng agang, is an
argument in favor of indgpendance. We are sufficiently numerous and were we more so,
we might be less united. It is a matter worthy of observation, that the more a county is
peopled, the smaller ther armies are. In military nunmbers, the andents far exceeded the
modeans and the reason is evident, for trade being the consequence of popuktion, men
become too much absorbed thereby to attend to any thing else. Commerce diminishes the
spirit, both of pariotism and military defence. And history sufficiently informs us tha
the bravest achievements were aways accomplished in the non age of a nation. With the
increase of commerce, England hath log its spirit. The city of London,notwithganding
its numbers, submits to continued inaults with the paience of a coward. The more men
have to los, the less willing are they to venture. Therich are in general slaves to fear,
and submit to courtly power with the trembling dupicity of a Spaniel.

Youth is the seed time of goodhabits, aswell in naionsasin individuds. It might be
difficult, if not impossible, to form the Continent into one govenment hadf a century
hence. The vast variety of interests, occasioneal by an increase of trade and popuktion,
would create confuson. Colony would be againg colony. Each being able might scorn
each other's assistance; and while the proud and foolish gloried in thar little distinctions
the wise would lament, tha the union had not been formed before. Wherefore, the
PRESENT TIME is the TRUE TIME for establishing it. The intimacy which is
contracted in infancy, and the friendship which is formed in misfortune are, of all others,
the mog lasting and undterable. Our present union is marked with both these characters:
we are young,and we have been distressed; but our concord hath withsgood our troubles,
and fixes amemorable area for pogerity to glory in.

The present time, likewise, is tha peculiar time, which never hgppensto a nation but
once, VIZ. the time of forming itself into a govanment. Mog naions have let dlip the
oppotunity, and by tha means have been compedled to receive laws from ther
conqueors, indead of making laws for themselves. First, they had a king, and then a
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first, and men ddegated to execute them afterwards but from the errors of other naions
let us learn wisdom and lay hold of the present oppotunity—TO BEGIN
GOVERNMENT AT THE RIGHT END.

When William the Conqueor subduel England, he gave them law at the point of the
sword; and untl we conent, tha the seat of govanment, in America, be legdly and
authoritatively occupied, we shdl be in dange of having it filled by some fortunae
ruffian, who may treat us in the same manna, and then, where will be our freedont?
Where our propaty?

As to religion, | hold it to be the indispensble duty of all government, to protect all
congientiousprofessors thereof, and | know of no other busness which govenment hath
to do therewith. Let a man throw aside tha narowness of soul, tha selfishness of
principle, which the niggads of al professionsare so unwilling to pat with, and he will
be at once ddivered of his fears on that head. Suspicion is the companion of mean souls,
and the bane of all goodsodety. For myself, | fully and consientioudy bdieve, that it is
thewill of the Almighty, tha there should be diversity of religiousopinionsamong us It
affordsa larger field for our Christian kindness. Were we al of oneway of thinking, our
religious dispostions would want matter for probaion; and on this libera prindple, |
look on the various denomnaions among us to be like children of the same family,
differing onl, in what is called, their Christian names.

In page [Ill par 47], | threw out a few thoughs on the propriety of a Continental
Charter, (for | only presume to offer hints, not plans) and in this place, | take the liberty
of rementioning the subject, by observing, tha a charter is to be undestood as a bond of
solemn obligation, which the whole enters into, to suppot the right of every separate
pat, whether or religion, persond freedom, or propeaty. A firm bargan and a right
reckoning meke long friends

In a former page | likewise mentioned the necessity of a large and equd
representation; and there is no political matter which more deserves our attention. A
small number of electors, or a small number of representatives, are equdly dangaous
But if the nunmber of the representatives be not only small, but unequd, the dange is
increased. As an indance of this, | mention the following; when the Assodators peition
was before the House of Assembly of Penngylvania; twenty-eight members only were
present, al the Bucks county membe's, beng eight, voted againg it, and had seven of the
Chester members donethe same, this whole province had been governed by two counies
only, and this dange it is always exposed to. The unwarrantable stretch likewise, which
tha house madein thar last sitting, to gan an undueauthority over the Delegates of tha
province, oughtto warn the people at large, how they trus power out of their own hands
A set of indructions for the Delegates were put togeher, which in point of sense and
busdness would have dishonoed a schoolboy, and after being approved by a FEW, a
VERY FEW without doors, were carried into the House, and there passed IN BEHALF
OF THE WHOLE COLONY:; whereas, did the whole colony know with what ill-will tha
House hah entered on some necessary public measures, they would not hesitate a
moment to think them unworthy of such atrug.

Immediate necessity makes many things convenient, which if continued would grow
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America required a conailtation, there was no method so ready, or at tha time so prope,
as to appoint persons from the several Houses of Assembly for tha purpose; and the
wisdomwith which they have proceeded hah preserved this continent from ruin. But as
it is more than probable that we shdl never be withouta CONGRESS, every well wisher
to good order, mug own, tha the mode for choosng members of tha body, deserves
congderation. And | putit as a question to those, who make a study of mankind, whether
REPRESENTATION AND ELECTION is not too great a power for one and the same
body of men to possess? When we are planning for poderity, we oughtto remember, that
virtueis not hereditary.

It is from our enemies that we often gain excellent maxims, and are frequently
surprised into reason by ther mistakes. Mr. Comwall (oneof the Lords of the Treasury)
treated the petition of the New York Assembly with contempt, because THAT House, he
said, congsted but of twenty-six members, which trifling number, he argued, could not
with decency beputfor thewhole. We thank him for his involuntary honesty. [*N ote 1]

TO CONCLUDE, however strangeit may appear to some, or however unwilling they
may be to think so, matters not, but many strong and striking reasons may be given, to
shew, tha nothing can settle our affairs so expeditioudy as an open and deermined
declaration for indgpendance. Some of which are,

FIRST—It is the cugom of nations when any two are at war, for some other powers,
notengaged in the quarel, to step in as mediators, and bring aboutthe preliminaries of a
peace: but while America calls herself the Subject of Great Britain, no power, however
well disposed she may be, can offer her mediation. Wherefore, in our present state we
may quarel on for ever.

SECONDLY —It is unreasonable to suppo®, tha France or Span will give us any
kind of assistance, if we mean only, to make use of tha assistance for the purmpose of
reparing the breach, and strengthening the connection between Britain and America;
because, those powers would besufferers by the consequences.

THIRDLY —While we profess ourselves the subjects of Britain, we mug, in the eye
of foreign naions be conddeed as rebds. The precedent is somewha dangeous to
THEIR PEACE, for men to bein arms unde the name of subjects; we, on the spot, can
solve the paadox: but to unite resistance and subjection, requires an idea much too
refined for the common undestanding.

FOURTHLY —Were a manifesto to be published, and despached to foreign coutts,
setting forth the miseries we have endured, and the peaceable methods we have
ineffectudly used for redress; declaring, at the same time, tha not bang able, any longe,
to live happily or safely unde the crud dispostion of the British court, we had been
driven to the necessity of breaking off al connectionswith her; a the same time, assuring
all such courts of our peacable dispostion towards them, and of our desire of entering
into trade with them: Such a memoria would produe more good effects to this
Continent, than if aship were freighted with pditionsto Britain.

Unde our present denominaion of British subjects, we can ndthe be received nor
heard abroad: The cugsom of al courts is agang us and will be so, until, by an
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indgpendance, we take rank with other naions

These proceedings may at first appear strange and difficult; but, like all other steps
which we have already passed over, will in alittle time become familiar and agreeable;
and, until an independance is declared, the Continent will feel itself like a man who
continues putiing off some unpleasant busness from day to day, yet knows it mus be
done haesto set aboutit, wishes it over, and is continudly haunted with the thoughs of
its necessity.

Note 1 Thos who would fully undestand of wha great consequence a large and
equd representation is to agtate, should read Burgh'spolitical Disquisitions

APPENDI X

SINCE the publication of thefirst edition of this pamphlet, or rather, on the same day
onwhich it came out, the King'sSpeech made its appearance in this city. Had the spirit of
prophecy directed the birth of this produdion, it could not have broughtit forth, & amore
seasonable jundure, or a more necessary time. The bloody mindedness of the ong shew
the necessity of pursuing the dodrine of the other. Men read by way of revenge And the
Speech ingead of terrifying, pepared away for the manly prindples of Indgpendance.

Ceremony, and even, silence, from whatever motive they may arise, have a hurtful
tendency, when they give the least degree of counenance to base and wicked
performances; wherefore, if this maxim be admitted, it naturally follows, that the King's
Speech, as bang a piece of finished villany, deserved, and still deserves, a generd
execration both by the Congress and the people. Yet, as the domestic tranquility of a
naion, dependsgreatly, on the CHASTITY of wha may propely be called NATIONAL
MANNERS, it is often better, to pass some thingsove in silent disdain, than to make use
of such new methodsof dislike, as mightintrodue theleast innovdion, on that guadian
of our peace and safety. And, perhaps it is chiefly owing to this prudent ddicacy, that the
King's Speech, hath not, before now; suffered a public execution. The Speech if it may be
called one is nothing better than a wilful audaciouslibe agang the truth, the common
good,and the existence of mankind; and is aforma and ponpousmethod of offering up
human sacrifices to the pride of tyrants. But this general massacre of mankind, is one of
the privileges, and the certain consequence of Kings for as naure knows them NOT, they
know NOT HER, and althoughthey are bengsof our OWN creating, they know not US,
and are become the godsof ther creators. The Speech hah one good qudity, which is,
tha it is not calculated to deceive, nether can we, even if we would, be deceived by it.
Brutality and tyranny appear on the face of it. It leaves us at no loss: And every line
convinces, even in the moment of reading, tha He, who hunt the woodsfor prey, the
naked and unutored Indian, is less a Savage than the King of Britain.

Sir John Darymple, the putative father of a whining jesuitical piece, fallacioudy
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called, "THE ADDRESS OF THE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND TO THE INHABITANTS
OF AMERICA," hath, perhgps, from a vain suppostion, tha the people HERE were to
be frightened at the pomp and description of a king, given, (thoughvery unwisely on his
pat) thereal character of the present one "But,” says this writer, "if you are indined to
pay compliments to an administration, which we do not complain of," (meaning the
Marquis of Rockinghan's at the repeal of the Stamp Act) "it is very unfair in you to
withhold them from tha princee BY WHOSE NOD ALONE THEY WERE
PERMITTED TO DO ANY THING." This is toryism with a witness! Here is idolatry
even without a mask: And he who can so camly hear, and digest such dodrine, hah
forfeited his claim to rationdity—an gpodate from the order of manhood;and oughtto be
congdered—as one who hah, not only given up the prope dignity of a man, but sunk
himself beneath the rank of animals, and contemptibly crawls throughthe world like a
worm.

However, it matters very little now, wha the king of England either says or does; he
hah wickedly broken through every moral and human obligaion, trampled naure and
congience beneath his feet; and by a steady and conditutiond spirit of insolence and
crudty, procured for himself an universal hared. It is NOW the interest of America to
provide for herself. She hath aready alarge and youngfamily, whomit is more her duty
to take care of, than to be granting away he propeaty, to suppot a power who is become
a reproach to the names of men and christians—Y E, whose office it is to watch over the
morals of a naion, of whasoever sect or denomnaion ye are of, as well as ye, who, are
more immediately the guardians of the public liberty, if ye wish to preserve your native
county unoontaminaed by European corrupton, ye mud in secret wish a
separation—But leaving the moral pat to private reflection, | shdl chiefly confine my
farther remarks to thefollowing heds

First, Tha it istheinterest of Americato beseparated from Britain.

Secondly, Which is the easiest and mog practicable plan, RECONCILIATION or
INDEPENDANCE? with some occasiond remarks.

In suppot of thefirst, | could, if | judgel it prope, produce the opinion of some of
the ablest and mog experienced men on this continent; and whose sentiments, on tha
head, are not yet publicly known. It isin reality a self-evident postion: For nonaionin a
state of foreign dependance, limited in its commerce, and cramped and fettered in its
legislative powers, can ever arrive at any material eminence. America doth not yet know
wha opulence is; and athoughthe progress which she hah made standsunpaalleled in
the history of other naions it is but childhood, compared with wha she would be
capable of arriving at, had she, as she oughtto have, the legidative powers in her own
hands Englandis, at this time, proudly coveting wha would do her no good,were sheto
accomplish it; and the Continent hesitating on a matter, which will be her find ruin if
neglected. It is the commerce and notthe conquest of America, by which England is to be
bendfited, and tha would in a great measure continug were the counties as indgpendant
of each othe as France and Span; because in many articles, nether can go to a better
market. But it is the indgpendance of this county of Britain or any other, which is now
the main and only object worthy of contention, and which, like all other truthsdiscovered
by necessity, will gppear clearer and dronge every day.
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First, Because it will come to tha onetime or other.
Secondly, Because, thelonge it is ddayed the hader it will beto accomplish.

| have frequently amused myself both in public and private companies, with silently
remarking, the specious errors of those who speak without reflecting. And among the
many which | have heard, the following seems mog general, viz. that had this rupture
happened forty or fifty years hence, ingead of NOW, the Continent would have been
more able to have shaken off the dependance. To which | reply, tha our military ability
AT THIS TIME, arises from the experience ganed in the last war, and which in forty or
fifty years time, would have been totally extinct. The Continent, would not, by tha time,
have had a General, or even amilitary officer left; and we, or those who may succeed us
would have been as ignorant of martial matters as the andent Indians And this single
postion, closely attended to, will unanswerably prove, tha the present time is preferable
to al others. The argument turns thus—at the conduson of the last war, we had
expeience, butwanted numbers; and forty or fifty years hence, we should have nunbers,
without experience; wherefore, the prope point of time, mug be some particular point
between the two extremes, in which a sufficiency of the former remains and a prope
increase of thelatter is obtained: And tha point of time is the present time.

Thereader will padonthis digression, as it does not propely come unde the head |
first set outwith, and o which | agan retumn by thefollowing postion, viz.

Should affairs be pached up with Britain, and she to remain the govening and
sovereign power of America, (which, as matters are now circumstanced, is giving up the
point intirely) we shdl deprive ourselves of the very means of sinking the debt we have,
or may contract. The value of the back lands which some of the provinces are
clandestindy deprived of, by the unjus extenson of the limits of Canada, valued only at
five poundssterling per hunded acres, amount to upwards of twenty-five millions
Penngylvania currency; and the quit-rents at one penny sterling pe acre, to two millions
yearly.

It is by the sale of those landsthat the debt may be sunk, without burthen to any, and
the quit-rent reserved thereon, will always lessen, and in time, will wholly suppot the
yearly expence of govanment. It matters not how long the debt is in paying, so that the
lands when sold be applied to the discharge of it, and for the execution of which, the
Congress for thetime bang, will bethe continental trugees.

| proceed now to the second head, viz. Which is the easiest and mog practicable plan,
RECONCILIATION or INDEPENDANCE; with some occasiond remarks.

He who takes naure for his guideis not easily beaten outof his argument, and on tha
ground,| ansver GENERALLY THAT INDEPENDANCE BEING A SINGLE SIMPLE
LINE, CONTAINED WITHIN OURSELVES; AND RECONCILIATION, A MATTER
EXCEEDINGLY PERPLEXED AND COMPLICATED, AND IN WHICH, A
TREACHEROUS CAPRICIOUS COURT IS TO INTERFERE, GIVES THE ANSWER
WITHOUT A DOUBT.

The present state of America is truly alarming to every man who is capable of
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is foundel on, and granted by courtesy. Held togdeher by an unexampled conaurrence of
sentiment, which, is neverthdess subject to change and which, every secret enemy is
endeavouring to dissolve. Our present condition, is, Legidation without law; wisdom
without a plan; conditution without a name; and, what is strangdy astonishing, perfect
Independance contending for dependance. The ingance is without a precedent; the case
never existed before; and who can tell wha may bethe event? The propety of noman is
secure in the present unbraced system of things The mind of the multitude is left at
random and seeing no fixed object before them, they pursue such as fancy or opinion
starts. Nothing is crimind; there is no such thing as treason; wherefore, every onethinks
himself at liberty to act as he pleases. The Tories dared not have assembled offensvely,
had they known tha their lives, by tha act, were forfeited to the laws of the state. A line
of distinction should be drawn, between, English soldiers taken in batle, and inhabitants
of America taken in arms. Thefirst are prisonas, but the latter traitors. The oneforfeits
his liberty, the other his head.

Notwithganding our wisdom, there is a visible feebleness in some of our proceedings
which gives encouragement to dissentions The Continental Belt is too loosly budkied.
And if somethingis notdonein time, it will betoo late to do any thing, and we shdl fall
into a state, in which, nathe RECONCILIATION nor INDEPENDANCE will be
practicable. Theking and his worthless adheents are gotat ther old game of dividing the
Continent, and there are not wanting among us, Printers, who will be busy spreading
speciousfalsehoods The artful and hypoaitical letter which appeared a few months ago
in two of the New York pgpers, and likewise in two other's, is an evidence tha there are
men who want ether judgnent or honesty.

It is easy gdtinginto holes and corners and talking of recondliation: But do such men
serioudy congder, how difficult thetask is, and how dangeaousit may prove, should the
Continent divide thereon. Do they take within ther view, al the various orders of men
whose situaion and circumstances, as well as ther own, are to be congdered therein. Do
they put themselves in the place of the sufferer whose ALL is ALREADY gone and of
the soldier, who hath quitted ALL for the defence of his county. If ther ill judged
modeation be suited to their own private situaions ONLY, regardless of others, the event
will convince them, tha "they are reckoning withoutther Hog."

Put us say some, on the footing we were on in sixty-three: To which | answer, the
request is not NOW in the power of Britain to comply with, neither will she propo< it;
butif it were, and even should be granted, | ask, as areasonable question, By wha means
is such a corrupt and faithless court to be kept to its engagements? Another parliament,
nay, even the present, may hereafter repeal the obligaion, on the pretence, of its beng
violently obtained, or unwisely granted; and in that case, Where is our redress>—No
going to law with naions cannon are the baristers of Crowns and the sword, not of
judtice, but of war, decides the suit. To beon thefooting of sixty-three, it is not sufficient,
tha the laws only be put on the same state, but, tha our circumstances, likewise, be put
on the same state; Our bumt and destroyed towns repared or built up, our private losses
made good, our public debts (contracted for defence) discharged; otherwise, we shdl be
millionsworse than we were at that enviable period. Such arequest, had it been complied
with a year ago, would have won the heart and soul of the Continent—but now it is too
late, "The Rubicon is passed.”
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Besides, thetaking up arms, merely to enforce therepeal of a pecuniary law, seems as
unwarrantable by the divine law, and as repugnant to human feelings as the taking up
arms to enforce obelience thereto. The object, on either side, doth not jugify the means,
for the lives of men are too valuable to be cast away on such trifles. It is the violence
which is doneand threatened to our persons the destruction of our propeaty by an armed
force; theinvasion of our county by fire and sword, which conzientioudy qudifies the
use of arms: And the indant, in which such a mode of defence became necessary, all
subjection to Britain oughtto have ceased; and the indgpendancy of America, should
have been conddered, as dating its era from, and published by, THE FIRST MUSKET
THAT WAS FIRED AGAINST HER. Thislineis aline of congstency; nather drawn by
caprice, nor extended by ambition; but produed by a chan of events, of which the
colonies were notthe authors.

| shdl condudethese remarks, with thefollowing timely and well intended hints. We
oughtto reflect, tha there are three different ways, by which an indegpendancy may
hereafter be effected; and that ONE of those THREE, will oneday or other, bethefate of
America, viz. By thelegd voice of the people in Congress; by a military power; or by a
mob: It may not always happen tha our soldiers are citizens, and the multitudea body of
reasonable men; virtue as | have aready remarked, is not hereditary, ndther is it
perpetud. Should an independancy be broughtaboutby thefirst of those means we have
every oppotunity and every encouragement before us to form the noblest purest
conditution on the face of the earth. We have it in our power to begin the world over
agan. A situaion, similar to the present, hah not hgppened since the days of Noah until
now. The birthday of anew world is at hand, and a race of men, perhgps as numerousas
all Europe contains are to receive ther portion of freedom from the event of a few
months. The Reflexion is awful—and in this point of view, How trifling, how ridiculous
do the little, pdtry cavellings of a few weak or interested men appear, when weighal
agang the busness of aworld.

Should we ngglect the present favorable and inviting period, and an Indgyendance be
hereafter effected by any other means we mug charge the consquence to ourselves, or
to thoe rather, whose narrow and prejudiced souls, are habitudly opposng the measure,
without either inquiring or reflecting. There are reasons to be given in suppot of
Independance, which men should rather privately think of, than be publcly told of. We
oughtnot now to be debaing whether we shal be independant or not, but, anxious to
accomplish it on a firm, secure, and honowble basis, and uneasy rather tha it is not yet
began upon.Every day convinces us of its necessity. Even the Tories (if such bengsyet
remain among us) should, of all men, be the mog solicitous to promote it; for, as the
appointment of committees at first, protected them from popukr rage, so, awise and well
established form of goveanment, will bethe only certain means of continuing it securely
to them. WHEREFORE, if they have not virtue enoughto be WHIGS, they oughtto have
prudence enough o wish for Indgpendance.

In short, Independance is the only BOND that can tye and keep ustogedher. We shdl
then see our object, and our ears will belegdly shutagaing the schemes of an intriguing,
as well, as a crud enemy. We shdl then too, be on a prope footing, to treat with Britain;
for there is reason to condude tha the pride of tha court, will be less hurt by treating
with the American states for terms of peace, than with those, whom she denominates,
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"rebdlious subjects,” for terms of accommodaion. It is our ddaying it tha encourages
her to hopefor conquest, and our backwardness tends only to prolong the war. As we
have, without any good effect therefrom, withhdd our trade to obtain a redress of our
grievances, let us NOW try the aternaive, by INDEPENDANTLY redressing them
ourselves, and then offering to open the trade The mercantile and reasonable pat in
England, will be still with us because, peace WITH trade is preferable to war
WITHOUT it. And if this offer be not accepted, other courts may be gpplied to.

On these groundsl rest the matter. And as no offer hah yet been made to refute the
dodrine contained in the former editions of this pamphlet, it is a negaive proof, tha
either the dodrine cannotberefuted, or, tha the party in favour of it are too numerousto
be opposd. WHEREFORE, ingead of gazing at each other with suspiciousor doubftul
curiosty, let each of us hold outto his neghbourthe hearty hand of friendship, and unite
in drawing a line, which, like an act of oblivion, shdl bury in forgetfulness every former
dissention. Let the names of Whig and Tory be extind; and let none other be heard
among us than those of A GOOD CITIZEN, AN OPEN AND RESOLUTE FRIEND,
AND A VIRTUOUS SUPPORTER OF THE RIGHTS OF MANKIND AND OF THE
FREE AND INDEPENDANT STATES OF AMERICA.

——End of COMMON SENSE by Thomes Paine
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of the United States of America
and to the Republic, for which it stands
one Nation, under god, indivisible,

with Liberty and Justice for All.

P N
“Tyranny: Ve J
|
When the People fear their own governmelh/‘dr
X
Q"
Oppression:
When the government instills fear.in the People

N

./

Someone who, regardless ofyliefs or opinion, plac es the welfare of the

$Ilective above their own.

.‘\6

¥
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Foreword

.,

PN

A 4

My name is Karen Beers, and | am married to the author of thk book}, Dean Beers. |

e

bet you are thinking that | would agree with whatever topic Dean would write about. |

beg to differ, and anyone who knows me, knows that a@i | have different views on
many topics, to include politics. | have known Dean since 1991, and he has always
been very knowledgeable about the political realm, but most importantly he has always

used common sense and logic whe e about politics. Dean has never used

emotional self-serving pleas, or political
y 4

Although | am not a fan of oIitiI:s, | understand the importance of learning what

orrectness to get his point across.

politics can and cannot and against one’s country. | am an Independent, and |
@

can see the positiv egative regarding the two major political parties and the

effects they h d, and continue to have in the United States of America (USA).

I amg ud of Dean’s conviction and insight on the topics of, history, politics,
an r great country. Dean is one of the most patriotic people that | have ever met,
and he loves this country, and so do I. Dean wrote this book in hopes that he can help
explain in layman terms the good, bad, and ugly of the past, present and future

regarding the USA.
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Dean has published articles, as well as two professional investigative books; and |
feel this book is right up there with his professional works due to the passion he has for
the topics he covers in Beers With Our Founding Fathers. Whether you love or hate
history, you will learn from the no nonsense, straight forward knowledge and insight of
Dean. You will learn about Ripple Effect Economy and Circles, and the Parasitic Cult
and the effects of both. If you take nothing away from this book except pa hi

then Dean will have accomplished at least one of his goals.

Enjoy. \/

O
Karen S. Beers, BSW, CCDI

Karen@karenbeers.us

./
Karen’s eBook “Letters From Yest a collection of 21 letters and one post card

written from 1879 to 1900, is available at www.LettersFromYesteryear.com

Letters From Yestervear
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Prologue
This work probably started many years ago with a passion for history, and peaked as
we began to see the decline of what was conceived by our Founding Fathers and all
that fought, perished and even lost their lives and personal fortunes to birth this greatest

nation, freedoms and concept of government.

Writing a book is long and arduous — and not as financially rewarding *
think; not including all those more famous fiction and non-fiction WS.WOW, I've
written two professionally, and dozens of articles. This is not a err financial gain.
It is a project of the heart and mind. It is about the directio 'kMounding Fathers and
Framers [for consistency, they may be interchangeable'i Qwork] began for future
generations, and the direction it has gradually taken since the early twentieth century. It
is about an emotional civil war of multipl aisions.

Our country was not founded in a ek or year — it was decades in the formal
sense, and a century and half histoy':ally. There was actually no desire to seek being
an independent country, just the concept of freedoms, and respect from the crown.
Citizens of the Colom e proud to be subjects to a king. We cannot understand
that thought. an relate to is the pride of being sovereign and passionate.
Agree or di A&We all feel pride and passion. Sadly, our Country has devolved from
the i r&‘ our Founding Fathers. This work is a chapter-by-chapter personal glimpse
into ounding documents, Founding Fathers, key events and other leaders, mostly
presidents.

You will not find any references in this work, or specific names of persons, places or

things beyond the era of our independence. Why is that? Because the purpose of this

www.BeersWithOurFoundingFathers.com
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work is to encourage yo

© 2012-2018/ Dean A. Beers
01/27/2013

u to become independent thinkers, researchers and

knowledgeable and informed Patriots. In the chapter ‘Tunnel Intelligence’ this is

expanded and details why it is important to be independently informed. You cannot

change or rewrite history — it is what it is. Gradually, from our educational system to our

mass media, history has been forgotten, rewritten and not learned from.

O

N
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About the Author

py N
s 2

Dean A. Beers is a United States Citizen, born in Fort CoIIins,koIora}jo. As a child

)

he lived in Maine and Maryland until his dad retired from the Navy and the family
returned to Fort Collins. He is a 7" generation nativ ta. Sadly, he sees his
home state spiraling in the same direction as our ntry, and other states — it has been
Californicated, and our Country is, too. N\

You have probably immediately that the author is straight-forward, no

nonsense and not politically correct. His x
V4

intent is to invoke thought. A usiness owner, free market capitalist pig, and firm

ords may inspire or inflame the reader -- the

believer in the foundatio intent of all three branches of government, state
governments and‘i& ernments.

Registere independent, he is a Constitutionalist, fiscally conservative
capitalis n@nostic (not secularist, but Judeo-Christian supporting). Dean is
SO hat, perhaps very, atypical of what many would think or expect. Having many
friends in all circles of life, cultures, beliefs, professions, political beliefs and religious
beliefs, an open mind is important in relationships and friendships.

Dean is proudly married to his best friend and soulmate, Karen. He proudly

accepted a ready-made family with Jeberly and Winter, and now three grandchildren —

www.BeersWithOurFoundingFathers.com
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Jacee (Jeberly) and identical twin grandsons, Gage and Cash (Winter); they are all
within six months of the same age (and joy!).
The views expressed within are that of the author, and in the absence of any formal

education in history, law or political science. No legal advice or opinion is implied.

O
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Dedication
My first dedication is to our Founding Fathers. It is our fortune to be born, or
naturalized after legal immigration, to this greatest Nation. Further dedication to all that
have served, and presently serve, in the military and public safety to maintain the

Freedoms granted to us by birthright. Some gave all so that we may have so

which cannot be taken for granted. Some simply do not recognize, believe orour
A py N
birthrights assured by the sacrifices of so many. Ve J

To my Wife for Life, who has listened to me rant and bang myWondering how
such idiocy has taken over our Country. We are Team Be 'k\gether We’'re Better —
which is one of the lessons | hope to impart to every re chis work. As with my
past written works, she supported and pushed, read proofed, researched and
ther, with her this work is possible

opined, every stage of this work. Like our.lif

and without her it would not be.
To my immediate family, daughtys Jeberly and Winter and their families. Especially
our grandchildren — Jacee, e and Cash. For my family there are no limits to my
devotion to them.‘AIs my parents, who raised me to be independent, self-sufficient,
and appreciative N@rthrights. To my friends and colleagues, your support is much
appreciated; éor disagree with what | have penned here.
&g is work is dedicated to you — the reader. You may be reading this to see

how n-politician, non-talking head, lay person views our history and direction; |

hope you become passionate.

www.BeersWithOurFoundingFathers.com
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“A pen is certainly an excellent instrument to fix a man's attention and to inflame his
ambition.” — John Adams
The Tree of Liberty

Thomas Jefferson

Letter to William Smith of November 13 ™ 1787 ﬂ
Thomas Jefferson is often quoted as saying, “The tree of liberty must ba%h

I
from time to time with the blood of patriots...” However, it is impor)aﬁfto@a the full
£

}
guote, which is very appropriate to the content and purpose of thi‘ﬂpﬁ.‘r

“What country before ever existed a century & a half wi M rebellion? & what
country can preserve it is liberties if their rulers are not wa from time to time that
their people preserve the spirit of resistance? Let them take arms. The remedy is to set

@t signify a few lives lost in a century or

)m time to time with the blood of patriots &

them right as to facts, pardon & pacify them.

two? The tree of liberty must be refre

tyrants.” /

v

X

.‘\6

¥
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A py N
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inference part of the original Constitution. | submit they are not simply amendments.
These should be enumerated as the First Natural Right to the Tenth Natural Right.

In conclusion, the Bill of Rights is a collective of interwoven and intra-dependent
sacred unalienable birthrights. To surrender, negotiate, change or repeal one is to do so

to all — and unconstitutional, moreover treasonous, without a Constitutional Convention.

A divided Bill of Rights cannot stand.

. %
L,
R
| U
W’

O\J

O

N
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Epilogue
“What country before ever existed a century & a half without a rebellion? & what
country can preserve it is liberties if their rulers are not warned from time to time that
their people preserve the spirit of resistance? Let them take arms. The remedy is to set
them right as to facts, pardon & pacify them. What signify a few lives lost in a century or

riots &

Our Country, Declaration, Constitution and Bill of Rights encompass our freedoms

and define our Country, as well as our freedoms. These are not subject to change at

the whim of a person or ian to make them emotionally happy. These are

collectively our rig:r eges and responsibilities. We are passionate about them. If
you do not lik t they represent, either do not move here or move to where they
have th ional fluff to make you happy. A Patriot is someone who, regardless of
be or opinions, places the welfare of the collective above their own. A Patriot is part
of the solution, not the problem.

The second paragraph of our Declaration of Independence, slightly rewritten for

today, might say, “We continue to hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are

created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,

www.BeersWithOurFoundingFathers.com
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that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive
of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers i

form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happlnes

indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not}aré‘ch light
and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn anklnd are
more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to ri 'Wemselves by
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. Bu a long train of abuses and
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them

under absolute Despotism, it is their rig '@r duty, to throw off such Government,

and to provide new Guards for their ecurity. Such has been the patient
sufferance of these several States;)nd such is now the necessity which constrains
them to alter their present Systems of Government. The history of the present federal
government is a hlsto eated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object
the establishme @solute Tyranny over these several States. To prove this, let
Facts be su éto a candid world.”

rltlng of this work, there is growing concern anger, angst and distrust with
the ions of rights. There is not enough outrage. It is easy to not see, or ignore,
violations of those that may be 'undeserving' (many see criminal defendants as

undeserving), but when the violations start impacting people that did not think it could

happen...perhaps the alarm across communication and social networks start to sound —

www.BeersWithOurFoundingFathers.com
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like Paul Revere’s midnight ride. There are still too many people uninformed to what
their rights are, and rights exist not as a privilege, but as a protection

To be clear, | am not advocating anything more than patriotic synergy to return our
Country to the stature of the greatest Nation it is. | am unequivocally opposed to
nationalization of anything which is not within the purpose of governing — sociali
am unequivocally opposed to any action that encroaches on the freedoms
individual, state and national sovereignty by any person or entity fy@gn@m stic.
have some faith remaining in our citizens that have been V|ct|m|zW|ndoctr|nated by
the Parasitic Cult; however, none in our elected leaders — the emotional hags who are
the Parasitic Cult; it is our Country; let us begin to act i .“We can no longer afford to
ignore our history, heritage and culture. Our Countr st pay attention to these key
common themes of campaigns, politics and ric: 1) Aform of indentured servitude

or slavery through illegal immigration p ring; 2) A form of indentured servitude or

slavery through perpetual unearneyaxpayer funded government handouts; 3)

Continuing the divisiveness ded to feed the disparity of socioeconomic classes; and

4) Vote panderlng T ent the self-perpetuating victim and pathological
indoctrination of: asmc Cult. These breed socialism — a national and international
Ponzi sche escribable proportions and consequences.

ber these two things about the government and spending: 1) The ‘public
debt ur debt and no one else’s; and 2) There are not government funds, grants,
loans, etc. — these are our monies and no one else’s.
The history presented in this work ends at with the ratification of our Bill of Rights,

but our history, of course, does not. One significant event was another revolution — the

www.BeersWithOurFoundingFathers.com
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American Civil War from 1861 to 1865. Often also referred to as the War of Northern
Aggression, it was a War of States’ Rights. It was a war in which growing animosity —
political and socioeconomic disparity — would lead to the severing of the bonds that held
the states together. The federal government suspended rights of citizens and engaged
in a war to enforce federal powers over state sovereignty. But, that is perhaps

book, but an important lesson to look into as we decide the direction of our

O\J

O

N
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Thank you for digesting this work. ed as a thought process to vent, and
became a personal project to share’= “Together We're Better” — and developed into a

daily passion. Itis time to re the balance of We the People, By the People and For

the People. Let’sRoI@
A

XA
> T

United States Citizen

American Patriot
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* The reported action words of Todd Beamer, who with other heroes of United Flight
93 on September 11" 2001, although unarmed and held hostage by armed terrorists,
overcame their enemies to crash the passenger jetliner into a farm field near
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Their unarmed heroic actions prevented the suicidal flight
from hitting its target in Washington, DC. That day, three other flights were taken over
by armed terrorists overcoming unarmed passengers. Unable to act in tlm
were crashed into the World Trade Center buildings in New York ()r@‘an into the
Pentagon in Washington, DC. We must remember these Words and actions.

Our Country and our Constitution must be defended and p W from enemies, both

foreign and domestic. ,:

This work is dedicated to the memo

ctlons of all heroes of this greatest

Nation throughout history. Togethe e Better — and these will not be in vain.

www.BeersWithOurFoundingFathers.com
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Star Spangled Banner
Our National Anthem
Oh, say can you see by the dawn's early light
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,
O'er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming’;)‘
£ Q

And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting Vﬁr L)
i

A 4

Gave proof through the night that our flag was stngw‘fr

X
Oh, say does that star-spangled bann@ ve

O'er the land of the free and the home. of the brave?

N
./
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“It is in vain, sir, to extentuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace - but there is no peace. The war is actually
begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are
already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or
peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! | know not what course
others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!”

— Patrick Henry, March 23" 1775 — at the Virginia Provincial Convention

Fiscal Culture of Capitalism vs. Parasitic Cult of Socialism
The history of a Government of the People, by the People and For the People to

a Socialist Government of the People, by the Government, for the Government

— Socialism. It is one or the other, we cannot have it both ways.

Dean A. Beers is a United States Citizen, born in Fort Collins, Colorado. Heis a 7 generation native of the area. Sadly,
he sees his home state spiraling in the same direction as our Country, and other states — it has been Californicated, and
our Country is, too.

Dean is straight-forward, no non-sense and not politically correct. His words may inspire or inflame the reader — the
intent is to invoke thought. A business owner, capitalist pig, and firm believer in the foundation and intent of all three
branches of the federal government and state governments.




